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NT being a problem in 
$ politics, capable of the 
N cleareſt and moſt per- 
fect demonſtration, that out of 
the many thouſands who will, 
doubtleſs, receive infinite ſatiſ- 
faction and improvement from 
the following work, at leaſt ſome 
few hundreds may be incited by 
that laudable curioſity particu- 
larly imprinted upon the minds 

a of 


of the learned, to know as much: 
as poſſible reſpecting the author 
or compiler; as, for inſtance, 
whether he was a Roſicruſian, or 
a man of the common form; 
and if the latter, whether he was 
a big man or a little man, a fat 
or a lean man, a fair or a black 
one; with many other particu- 
lars, equally entertaining, inte- 

reſting, and edifying; I think. 

myſelf in duty and honeſty bound, 
as a Britiſh ſubject and a good 
Chriſtian, to give the loyal peo- 
ple of Great Britain, Ireland, and 
the Plantations abroad, all the 
ſatis faction I am able in the mat- 
ter, which they are deſired to 
take as follows : 


As 


(un 


As I was, ſome time ſince, 
ſauntering away a leiſure hour in 
the Park, diverting myſelf with 
the variety of objects fluttering 
and buſtling around me, I was 
ſuddenly, but very gravely and 
formally, accoſted by a tall thin 
man, of a ſerious aſpect, dreſſed 
in a long black cloak and a flap- 
ped hat, with a ſword by his ſide, 
the point of which extended a 
full yard beyond the extremity 
of his cloak. 


This grave perſon, after a 
formal ſalutation, deſired to know 
whether I. was not uſually ad- 
dreſſed by the name of * * K. 
Upon my anſwering in the affir- 

a 2 mative, 


(w) 
mative, he opened his cloak, and 
taking out of his pocket a neat 
parcel, in appearance like a ma- 
nuſcript, wrapt up very curiouſ- 
ly in green vellum, he preſent- 
ed it to me with the following 
| addreſs : 

« The incloſed manuſcript, 
Sir, I compoſed ſome years ago, in 
the Spaniſh tongue, and intended 
to have publiſhed it in my own 
country, for the benefit and emo- | 
lument of my brother Spaniards; 
but when I came to make the 
proper applications to the book- 
ſellers and publiſhers amongſt 
us for that purpoſe, they gave 
me, for my encouragement, ſuch 


a ſtriking picture of the horrors 
of 


TT) 


of an inquiſition, and the dread- 
ful puniſhments which are in- 
flicted upon all ſtate criminals, 
in the number of which they aſ- 
ſured me I ſhould moſt certain- 
ly be ranked, that I entertained 
ſuch a diſguſt againſt my native 
country, being enthuſiaſtically 
fond of liberty, as to form a re- 
ſolution in my own mind not to 
entruſt them with the rich trea- 
ſure I have now committed to 
your care, but to diſcard my 
warm attachments to it, and em- 
bark myſelf, my genius, and my 
works, for this country of your's, 
ſo celebrated of late, as the only 
land of perfect liberty and free- 
dom in the world. 


a 3 « Here 
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6 Here I propoſed to ſettle 
myſelf, in order to acquire as 
complete a knowlege as poſſible 
of your language, and then to 
tranſlate my work into the ſame, 
and afterwards publiſh it as an 


encomium upon the happy con- 
ſtitution of your native ſoil. 


* Accordingly, in the ſpace of 
ſeven years, I have been enabled 
to execute and complete my plan, 
with what ſucceſs, as to the lan- 
guage, you who are a native muſt 
be the propereſt judge. All I can 
ſay for myſelf is, that I have exert- 
ed my beſt abilities in the exe- 
cution, that the language may be 
anſwerable to the matter, the 

6 ſtile 


(vii * 
ſtile equal to the nobleneſs of 
the ſubject, and the manner 
open, free, and generous, in a 
way adequate to thoſe ſentiments 
of liberty and freedom with 
which I find my ſoul inſpired. 


«© As ſoon as I had completed 
my tranſlation, and brought it to 
as great a degree of perfection as 
my abilities permitted, and, in 
my own opinion, properly pre- 
pared it for the preſs, I took the 
copy, and preſented it to one of 
the moſt eminent bookſellers in 
this your great metropolis, de- 
firing him, after an attentive pe- 
ruſal, to take the care of its pub- 
lication, as I doubted not ſuch a 

a 4 labour- 
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laboure d treatiſe upon the prin- 


ciples of true liberty, muſt be 


vaſtly agreeable to every conſti- 
tution in a land of perfect free- 


dom. 


« For this purpoſe I left the 
manuſcript in his hands, for the 
ſpace of at leaſt twelve hours ; 
after which, when I called upon 
him again for an anſwer, he, to 
my vaſt ſurprize and aſtoniſh- 
ment, returned me my copy 
with the following remarkable 
expreſſions : ; 


* dir, I perceive you are an 
* utter ſtranger to the manners, 
<* cuſtoms, and laws of the coun- 

cc try 


Ci.) 

« try you now are in; and, in 
« pity to your ignorance, I am 
ec willing to overlook your bold- 
e neſs in attempting ta draw me 
jn as an inſtrument to miſre- 
* preſent and revile our happy 
* conſtitution. I would not for 
the world be concerned in any 
* ſuch publication: my ears 
* would moſt certainly be the 
* ſacrifice ; and my ſhop, trade, 
* and buſineſs, be ſubject to the 
« extenſive power and influence 
* of a ſecretary's warrant. No, 
5 no, Sir; however ſeriouſly you 
* may think of the affair, and 
* however great the merit of 
* your performance may be, I 
* ſhan't go about to ſacrifice my 

0 peace, 


— SA. e 


(x) 


te peace, welfare, proſperity, and 
« ſucceſs in trade, to the ſchemes 
of a projector, or the edition 
of an Utopia. If you had 
« employed half the time this 
« work muſt have coſt you, in 
„writing a romance or a novel 
* in the modern way, or com- 
« poſing ſomething in the Shan- 
« dean ſtile, I could have ſaid 
* ſomething to you, and have 
„ publiſhed your copy with cre- 
dit and advantage to myſelf : 
but the examples of a Wilkes, 
*© &c. &c. &c. are too recent 
both in my eyes and my ears 
« to reflect upon without horror 
„and apprehenſion. No, Sir; 
*« you are totally unacquainted in 

« the 


ws >. A 44+ 


( x1 ) 


« the nature of our glorious con- 


« ſtitution : but I ſay no more, 


only I would adviſe you to turn 


« your ſtudies another way; and 
if you can preſent me with any 
« compoſition that I can get pro- 
« fit by in the way of my trade, 
« without hazard to my fortune 
* or my ears, no perſon ſhall be 


ce more ready to ſerve you in a 


« decent way; but till then I 
am your humble ſervant, and 
ce defire to hear no more about 
any ſuch matters.” 


« After this extraordinary ha- 
rangue, he left me abruptly to 
purſue my own reflections with- 


out moleſtation. 
ce Satiſ- 


1 

« Satisfied, and fully convin- 
ced by this ſolid reaſoning, that 
liberty only exiſts in idea, even 
amongſt you in this boaſted land 
of freedom, I am reſolved to 
ſeek out ſome far diſtant deſart 
iſland, where I may indulge the 
genius that animates my ſoul in 
its full extent, without being ſub- 
ject to the favours of the great, 
the ſneers of the little, and the 
ſelfiſhneſs of all amongſt you. 


« But before I take a final 


farewel, as a teſtimony of the 


principles of my ſoul, though a 


| Spaniard and a catholic, I intruſt 


you with thoſe papers I have 
committed to your. care, with 


full 


(xiii) 
full and free liberty to do with 
them as you ſhall judge moſt 
prudent and proper. I think I 
know both your temper and your 
abilities; and am perſuaded, 
that though you was born and 
educated amongſt the bogs of 
Ireland, your heart is animated 
with the warmeſt and fincereſt 
affection for your country, your 
ſovereign, your laws, and your 
privileges; and that the moſt ar- 
dent wiſh of your ſoul is the 
ſame that animates my own, That 
religious and civil freedom, in 
their full extent, may become 
the portion even of the meaneſt 
of your countrymen, with all 
their genuine genial influence and 
power, 


( iv  } 


power, when they ſhall be ca- 
pable of entertaining any be- 
coming ideas thereof, which I 
am ſatisfied and perſuaded, from 
my own experience, they are by 
no means qualified for at preſent, 
whatever they may be in ſome 
future happier period. I wiſh 
you as much happineſs as can 
exiſt in a region of ſlaves. As 
to myſelf, I am determined to 
live free, if I live in a deſart. 
All I beg is, that you will take 
becoming care of my truſt. My 
friend, adieu.“ 


Here he made a moſt formal 
congee, and walked away with 


all the gravity, ſolemnity, and 
grandeur, 


8 — 


( xv ) 
grandeur, becoming his country, 
whilſt I ſtood ſo ſtupified and 
aſtoniſhed at his unexpected and 
extraordinary addreſs, that I had 
not power to recover myſelf 
from my ſurprize, ſo far as to 
accoſt the gentleman in return 


for his civilities, till he was com- 


pletely vaniſhed out of my fight ; 
ſince which time I have never 
heard the leaſt word about him- 
farther. 


When I returned to my lodg- 
ings, curioſity, it is natural to 
ſuppoſe, excited me to examine 


the contents of a packet ſo oddly 


committed to my truſt; and up- 
on examination I found it ſo 
novel, 


(wi) 
novel, and ſo much out of the 
common way, that I could hot 
avoid imagining the public might 
receive ſome pleaſure, if not pro- 
fit, from the peruſal, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſagacious reaſonings 
of that notable bookſeller men- 
tioned by the Rey 


Under this verfiiaſion; I have 
committed it to the-care of my 
own publiſher, who ſeems to be 
of a different ſentiment from the 
learned man above-mentioned : 
and under his auſpices it is now 
recommended to the — in- 
ſpection. 


As 
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As to myſelf, I enter not into 
the merits of. the performance z 
but, as novelty has the moſt at- 
tractive charms in every thing, 
whether it be religion, politics, 
morality, dreſs, or any of the 
other more important occupa- 
tions of mankind, I think I am 
making a kind preſent to the - 
dear creature which I ſo much 
love and admire, the mob of great 
and ſmall amongſt my country- 
men and fellow-ſubje&s; and 
as I am come from my native 
w bogs to contribute my mite to. 
* the public inſtruction, I ſhall 

think myſelf entitled to their 

moſt hearty thanks and appro- 

\s Y bation. But be this as it may, 
b I have 


(Wi) 


I have here given them a plain 
and ſimple narrative of the man- 
ner of my poſſeſſing the follow- 
ing work, as far as any particu- 
lars relating to it have been com- 
municated. What the ſenti- 
ments of my fellow - ſubjects ſhall 
be about it, I know not; only 
this 1 know, that as I uprightly 
mean not only their pleaſure but 


their inſtruction, it would be a 
molt crying piece of injuſtice, and 
a moſt wanton act of cruelty, to 


inffict any ſort of puniſhment 
upon one who is fo vaſtly ſolici- 
tous to promote and advance their 


pleaſure and profit; which if I. 


am ſo unhappy to experience 
through their ingratitude, I here- 


by 


E 
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by declare that I will fly to my 
bogs and my faſtneſſes again, 
where I can at leaſt enjoy, in ſe- 
curity, that ſmall portion and 


| pittance of liberty which our go- 


vernors have thought proper to 
leave us in the poſſeſſion of, for 
the better cajoling and coaxing 
the bulk of the ſubjects, that is, 
the meaneſt of the people, to 
ſubmit with pleaſure to their up- 
right and righteous adminiſtra- 
tion. 


DERMOT O'PREILLI. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HEREAS ſundry critics, 
hypercritics, and particu- 
larly Monthly Reviewers, pre- 
ſuming upon their time imme- 
morial preſcriptive poſſeſſion of 
that power which they have 
uſurped to themſelves, of being 
taſters for the good people of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and 
the Plantations abroad, of all, 
b 3 and 
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and all manner of ſorts and kinds 
of proviſions of the mind, im- 
ported into his majeſty's realms | 
by that numerous and ſeparate ! 
body of merchants trading in the 
productions of the human brain, 
generally known by the name, 
ſtile, and title, of Authors; have 
falſely aſſerted, and continue to 


do fo, that they, by their own | 


authority, are the ſole abſolute 
judges of the wholeſomeneſs or 
unhealthfulneſs of all ſuch pro- 
viſions, and how far they may 
be uſeful or injurious to the men- 


tal taſtes and digeſtion of his ma- 


jeſty s liege ſubjects: this is to 


give notice to all ſuch critics, 


hyper- 
4 


; ( 
hypercritics, reviewers, and o- 
im- thers whom it may concern, 
Ims That we Ariſtarchus, the great- 
rate eſt of all hypercritics, have taken 


the the following work under our 
ain, own immediate inſpection and 
me, f protection, in all and in part: 
ave that we intend to write criticiſms 


> to | upon it ourſelf, both in the dif- 
XZ fuſe and the didactic way : and 


Wn 

ute that, having thus ſignified our 
; Or intention, it ſhall 'be deemed 
ro- high treaſon againſt the laws of 
lay the realm of Apollo for any of 
en- the ſaid critics, hypercritics, or 
la- reviewers, &c. to preſume or 
to dare, upon any account, or upon 


any conſideration (not even for 
be the 


( xxvi) 


we are now preparing for the 
preſs; of which our intention we 
defire all his majeſty's liege ſub- 
jects to take proper notice, that 
they be careful not to offend in 
any of the premiſes, under pain 
of our ſevereſt diſpleaſure. 


ARISTARCHUS. 


MA R- 


the 
2 we 
ſub- 
that 
d in 
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MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS, 


Junior, 


7 the WO R K. 


13 HE | followin g delectable 

work, gentle reader, hav- 
ing been ſubjected by the editor 
to our inſpection and animadver- 
fions, we Scriblerus junior, be- 
ing pleaſed with ſeveral reproofs 
andreprehenſfionscontained there- 
in, derived from the pure foun- 
tain whence we ourſelves draw 
our 


(xxviii) 
our criticiſms, and our ſuperior 
knowlege and genius in compol- 
ing our adverſaria upon the works 
of modern authors, had deter- 
mined to enrich the piece with 
ſome elegant ſtrictures and illuſ- 
trations of our own. But as our 
dear friend and brother Ariſtar- 
chus hath publicly hereby pro- 
claimed himſelf the ſole guar- 
dian and protector, and only ge- 
nuine illuſtrator of the work, we 
ſhall reſerve our larger annota- 
tions to adorn his commentary 
with, and ſhall content ourſelves 
at preſent with only briefly ex- 
plaining and unfolding the tech- 
nical, and ſeemingly hieroglyphi- 

cal, 


( "tx - } 

cal, terms uſed by the author, to 
explain the names or titles of 
thoſe emmets whom he deſcribes 
as maintaining the chief power 
and authority, and making the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed figure 1n their 
native hillock. 


Theſe names, we are aware, 
ſome ſnarling ill- natured critics 
will be ready enough raſhly and 
inſidiouſly to inform the public, are 
by no means the invention of the 
reſpectable author of the work be- 
fore us, but are borrowed from one 
of the languages of ancient times, 
being to be found, according to 
their confident aſſertions, in ſome 

manu- 


(xxx) 


manuſcripts at the end of a cer- 
tain obſolete heroic poem, ſup- 
poſed to be the work of the im- 
mortal Homer, called by the 
name of Batrachomyomachaa. 
But as it doth not appear from 
the work itſelf, that the author 
had any knowlege of the Greek 
language at all, we reject all ſuch 
conjectures and aſſertions as fu- 
tile, puerile, and inane ;- and 
pronounce, by virtue of our uni- 
verſal knowlege and ſkill in all 
ſciences and languages, that there 
is not the leaſt ground for any 
ſuch notions or opinions; the 
words made uſe of belonging to 
the language ſpoken in the em- 

met 
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met world, as we ſhall make ap- 
pear beyond all contradiction in 
a future commentary, pronoun- 
cing at preſent as our opinion, 
that the words are ſuch, without 
the leaſt doubt: which opinion 
we expect all mankind to fub- 
ſcribe to, they being taught the 
philoſopher by his guardian Sylph, 
to whoſe goodneſs .and benevo- 
lence he acknowleges himſelf ſo 
greatly indebted for all thoſe glo- 
rious and extenſive diſcoveries he 
has herein been able to make for 
his fellow- creatures, to the vaſt 
emolument, advancement, and 
improvement of natural and phy- 


ſical knowlege, 


The 


(i) 

The true ſenſe and meaning of 
the ſaid appellatives and hiero- 
glyphical terms we do therefore 
aſſert to belong to the language 
of the emmets, and to expreſs 
the following abſtruſe and myſ- 
tical ſenſes and interpretations: 


MRI DAR AX. A plunderer 
of pieces or cruſts of bread; 
North Country. A taker of whole 
ſhivers, fi gnifies all thoſe emmets 
who are greedy of bread and 
gain, who will take fees and 
bribes on both ſides, and is here 
doubtleſs particularly uſed to ex- 
preſs the name and title of any 
emmet whoſe character is ambi- 
tious, 


( 222. ] 
tious, greedy, rapacious, haugh- 
ty, inſolent, &c. 


TROXARTES. Greedyof bread; 
a term in uſe, to expreſs the 
name and character of any em- 
met who will run extraordinary 
lengths to procure a ſubſiſtence, 
and uſe any extraordinary means 
to increaſe and improve his pri-. 
vate hoards and granaries ; and 
particularly applied to thoſe ſort 
of people amongſt them who are 
artful and ſelfiſh, covering their 
own ſecret ſelf- intereſted ſchemes 
and deſigns under the ſpecious 
appearances of virtue, public ſpi- 
rit, honour, generolity, &c. 

e __ Hryes1- 
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 Hyes1B0as. A loud bawler ; 
one that is paſſionate, haughty, 
revengeful, inſolent, obſtrepe- 
tous: a name applied to all ſuch 
emmets in the colony who are 
fond of themſelves, and proud 
of their own talents; noiſy, 
ſticking at nothing to carry any 
point they {et their minds upon, 
whether right or wrong; and 
facrificing faith, truth, honour, 
friendſhip, religion, and every 
thing valuable to their pride and 
their paſſions. 


SEUTL AUS. An eater of tur- 
nips, onions, carrots, or garlic : 
a name given to ſuch emmets as 


are fond of worldly and temporal 
polleſ- 


SH 


poſſeſſions ; who take uncom- 
mon pains to enlarge their gra- 
naries and improve their fields 
at all events, and at all hazards; 
ſuch a ruling paſſion dictating 
artfulneſs, caution, reſerve, with 
a violent ſelfiſhneſs at the bot- 
tom of all; enſlaving the whole 
animal, and upon proper occa- 
ſions and opportunities forcing 
him to ſacrifice every thing that 
is valuable in life, to gratify and 
indulge the inſatiable paſſion of 
accumulation; maintaining, even 
in the midſt of the moſt ſeem- 
ing inconſtancy and irreſolution, 
a ſecret determined ſteadineſs of 
ſoul, to ſtick at nothing to com- 
paſs ſuch a darling and favourite 

e point, 


( xxxvi ) 
point, as improving their hoards 
and enlarging their tenements. 


AFICHENOR. Any emmet that 
is apt to lick his own tail, doubt- 
leſs denoting thofe fawning ani- 
mals amongſt them that are 
ſkilful to cog, lie, and flatter, 
coax and wheedle, to carry a 
point, at the ſame time that they 
are vaſtly diſpoſed to revile ſe- 
cretly, and ſlyly ſneer upon and 
make game of the openneſs, art- 
leſſneſs, ſincerity, or foibles of 
their fellow-emmets : the very 
reverſe of the Hypſiboans, who 
force and bully themſelves into 
fame, fortune, and place, by vio- 
. whilſt fuch as theſe wriggle 

them- 
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themſelves into the ſame by all 
the arts of fawning, creeping, 
licking, ſoothing, tickling, 
ſcratching where it itcheth, flat- 
tering, and ſuch like. 


TRoGLODYTEs. A burrower 
in the ground : a name uſually 
given to ſuch piſmires as are fond 
of burying themſelves under 
groundalong with their ſubſtance, 
their ſtores, and private hoards ; 
whoſe ideas all partake of the 
nature of the ſoil they are ſettled 
in, and confined to terreſtrial ob- 
jets; and whoſe cares are total- 
ly employed and devoted to world- 
ly purſuits and temporal acqui- 


ſitions; and to over-reach, trepan 
| or 
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or deceive their fellow-creatures, 
the better to accompliſh their 
private views and deſigns. 


LyYCHOI NAX. A licker of 
trenchers and diſhes: a term em- 
ployed to denote ſuch emmets as 
are contented to take things as 
they find them in the common 
courſe of worldly events, and reſt 
ſatisfied with the portion aſſigned 
them by their predeceſſors, with- 
out being over greedy, tenacious, 
haughty, covetous, proud, am- 
bitious, cruel, or fond of new- 
fangled ſchemes, contrivances, 
and inventions; and, by ſuch a 
placid diſpoſition of mind, ex- 
empted from thoſe paſſions which 

4 dh 
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prevent ſuch multitudes of 557 
fellow - emmets from ſeeing, clear- 
ly their own true intereſts, and 
being ſo often miſled into falſe 
purſuits, to the diſhonour of their 
ſovereign, andthe greatandgriev- 
ous detriment of their native hil- 


locks. 


Such are the abſtruſe and dif- 
ficult terms made uſe of by our 
author, which we have here brief- 
ly explained, for the benefit of 
our dear countrymen. As to any 
farther annotations and illuſtra- 
tions, of which we have great ſtore, 
we muſt refer the candid reader 
to the elaborate work of our dear 
brother above-mentioned, when 


he 


A(#) 


he ſhall condeſcend to illuminate 
the minds of his fellow-creatures 
with his moſt noble, moſt ele- 
gant, moſt humane, and moſt in- 
genious remarks and reſearches, 
we having determined, out of 
our ſuperlative affection, to give 
him all theaffiſtance in our power 
from our beſt and choiceſt trea- 
ſures of true criticiſm. 


SCRIBLERUS, junior. 


THE 


$446 46 44+ 44 4-4 4þ $47 
S46444244444 
+$$4$$$4+$+$+$++ 


1 11 
„ 


H mortals, blind to future! ſaid Euge- 

nio, as he was walking by the fide of a 

foreſt, in a clear ſtar-light night, deep 
wrapt in contemplation upon the wonder- 
ful works of a creative Power, and the 
varied conduct of thoſe beings all around 
him who were the objects of its care and 
notice ; when ſuddenly daſhing his foot 
againſt a hillock which ſtood in his way, 
whilſt his eyes were fixed upon the ſpan- 
gled firmament, his contemplations were 
interrupted, and his eyes drawn off from 
the nobler objects they had been fixed 


upon, to obſerve beneath his feet what 
B had 
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had ſo ſuddenly diverted his ſpecula- 
tions. 


As ſoon as ever the philoſopher caſt his 
eyes downwards, he diſcovered it to be an 
ant hillock of no mean figure; and tho 
he could not conceive that his accidental 
tripping upon it could have done any real 
miſchief to the inhabitants of the colony, 
eſpecially at ſuch an unſeaſonable hour, 
when the whole nation might naturally 
enough be imagined to have compoſed 
themſelves to reſt and quiet, by way of 
refreſhment from the fatigues and toils of 
their daily labours, he could not avoid 
plainly obſerving a moſt violent hurry and 
buſtle amongſt the inhabitants of this di- 
minutive ſpot. 


He thought he diſcovered in every part 
of the ſettlement that anarchy and con- 
fuſion which, amongſt higher orders of 
beings, called men and chriſtians, proceed 
generally from the want of principle, the 

contempt 
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contempt of laws, or the neglect of thoſe 
peculiar manners and cuſtoms which en- 
ter intimately into the genius of every well 
governed and peaceable ſociety ; or from 
that ardent thirft for power and domina- 
tion which is the certain effort of every 
genius, both in the human and the em- 
met world, who entertains any exalted 
opinion of his own abilities and merits, at 
the expence of thoſe of his neighbours 
and fellow-beings. 


Struck with the uncommon phceenome- 
non, the philoſopher diſmiſſed the paſt 
ſubject of his high contemplation, and di- 
reed his attention to the ſurpriſing ob- 
ject which preſented itſelf beneath his feet, 
with a view to inveſtigate and account for, 
if poſſible, thoſe ftrange and uncommon 
appearances. 


He faw the confuſton plain enough, and 
the violent commotions that agitated the 


countenances and conduct of theſe dimi- 
I | nutive 
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nutive animals ; and amongſt other things 
equally remarkable and ſurpriſing he 
could diſcover by the clear light of the 
moon, along track, or path-way, which 
ſeemed to be making with the great- 
eſt diligence, aſſiduity, and attention, 
quite through the whole extent of the 
colony from eaſt to weſt. He alſo particu- 
larly took notice of various motions and 
counter-motions of ſeveral ants, who 
ſeemed to merit or aſſume ſome diſtinction 
in the colony, towards the weſt end of the 


territory. 


Theſe ſeemed to indicate caution and 
apprehenſion on both ſides, and a warm 
and violent conteſt between the inhabi- 
tants of two diſtinct diſtricts of the colony, 
which bordered upon one another. Their 
countenances expreſſed a tenacious diſpoſi- 
tion, and a firm reſolution in both parties 
to ſupport their own fide in the diſpute 
againſt all oppoſition. 

; He 
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| He could alfo plainly diſcover by the 
ſame light of the moon, numbers of the 
inhabitants diſtributed and parcelled out 
quite through the whole extent of the ter- 
ritory; ſome with graſs ſpires in their 
mouths ; others with barley hames and 
oat beards in their paws ; others with a 
kind of chains made of chick-weed, ſeem- 
ingly meaſuring, laying out, and di- 
viding the ſeveral diviſions and lordſhips of 
the colony into certain parts, ſhares, and 
proportions, which they appeared to exe- 
cute with uncommon diligence, care, and 
exactneſs, but at the ſame time a moſt ap- 
parent ſelfiſhneſs, and a violent attachment 
to their ſeveral ſeparate and private intereſts : 
whilſt the main body of the people the 
philoſopher could diſcover at their reſpec- 
tive homes, in the center of the hillock, in 
ſecret and filent confuſion, diſcontent, 
diſguſt, and diſmay, as if they apprehend- 
ed the great lords of the hillock were 
united and aſſociated together in one pre- 


B 3 meditated 


6 FUE ANTS 


meditated plan, to reduce them to ſlavery, 
poverty, and want. 


Struck at ſuch an uncommon and ex- 
traordinary fight, our philoſopher found 
his whole ideas engaged in the contempla - 
tion ; but being reminded by the deſcend- 
ing light of the moon of the ſeaſon ap- 
pointed for reſt and repoſe, he directed 
his ſteps homewards, with a firm reſolu- 
tion to reviſit the hillock the follow- 
ing day, with a proper apparatus of mi- 
croſcopical inſtruments, to inveſtigate with 
the utmoſt exactneſs the extraordinary 
commotions and confuſion he had at that 
time been witneſs of; and to endeavour- 
with all his abilities, according to the 
moſt approved practice of all phyſical 
philoſophers, ſome hypothetical ſyſtem, - 
which might be of the moſt important 
ſervice and benefit to his own rank of 
being, by pointing to them the various 
canduct of a colony of animals fo vaſtly 


inferior, in the opinion of themſelves, to 
the 
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the pride and dignity of human nature, 


tho” vaſtly ſuperior to them in diligence 


and induſtry, 


Fraught with this important deſign, 
Eugenio committed himſelf for the preſent 
to his repoſe ; but the idea of what he had 
ſeen continued ſo ſtrongly impreſſed upon 
his mind, that immediately upon his firſt 
ſlumber his imagination preſented to his 
view a bright glittering appearance, of a 
more than mortal form, with a ſweetneſs, 
mildneſs, and majeſty of countenance, in- 
finitely ſuperior to that of man, which 
gave an inexpreſſible grace to the manner 


of his addreſs. 


This phantom, after gently drawing the 


curtains of the philoſopher's bed, addrefled 


himſelf to Eugenio with a moſt melodious 
accent in the following terms: Eugenio, 
awake! Tis thy ruling Genius calls thee, 
and invites thee to reſume the ſubject of 
thy late contemplations and aſtoniſhment. 

S's - * Ariſe 
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Ariſe quickly, and permit me to con- 
duct thee back again to that uncommon 
ſcene ſo lately preſented to thy view in 
the ant hillock thou diſturbedſt in thy 
foreſt walk this evening, that thou mayeſt 
learn from thence to check the ſallies of 
thy vain philoſophy, to correct thoſe over- 
weening ideas of that dignity and pride 
which thou and philoſophers like thee 
have annexed to the human frame, and be 
inſtructed to entertain an humbler opinion 
of thine own abilities, from the proſpect 


which I intend to ſpread before thine 


eyes in this uncommon: ſcene, and the 
conduct which I ſhall enable thee to diſ- 
cover in the various actions of this dimi- 


nutive race, which I intend to explain and 


unfold in order before thee.” 


After this gentle and agreeable addreſs, 
the phantom ſeemed to touch the forehead 
of the philoſopher with an ivory wand, 


which he ſeemed to hold ſtretched out in 


his hand : when immediately Eugenio 
finding 


> 
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finding himſelf inſtantaneouſly transfigur- ' 
ed by the magic touch, immediately ftart- 
ed up from his bed to attend the phantom, 
according to his mild directions; flattering 
himſelf, that as his faculties of perception 
were vaſtly altered, his guide was con- 
ducting him to one of the nobleſt and moſt 
luxurious entertainments that could poſ- 

ſibly be prepared for mortal man. 


Whilſt he was thus pleaſing his imagi- 
nation with this moſt delightful ſcene, he 
ſuddenly found himſelf and his guide 
tranſported to the hillock, where he was 
no ſooner arrived than he thought the phan- 
tom, pointing with his wand, began to ad- 
dreſs him in the following ſerious and 
folemn manner : 


« Vain mortal, now attend, whilſt thy 
ruling Genius unfolds to thee the myſte- 
rious ways of Almighty Providence, and the 
unknown and wndiſcovered agents the 


Author of all things makes uſe of, as in- 
ſtruments 


q 
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ſtruments to direct, controul, and regu- 


late the petulance and folly of thy fellow- 


„ Know, then, that by the ſuperinten- 
dance of that all-powerful Agent, who 
preſideth over innumerable worlds, and 
watcheth over the immenſity of his own 


creation, according to the dictates of his 


own everlaſting wiſdom ; it hath been 
diredted and ordained, that not a par- 
ticle of his creation ſhould ſuffer any 
real or total annihilation ; but, by an 
immenſe and conſtant change and altera- 
tion in their original particles, and their 
various points of contact, their external 
form, texture, and compoſition, they ſhall 
continue invariably to produce that im- 
menſe variety and orderly conſiſtency 
which not only denotes, but moſt explicit- 
1y demonſtrates the everlaſting exiſtence. 
of one primary intelligent Cauſe, the 
author of all things, but the deſtroyer of 
nothing. 
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< It is by the diſpoſitions of this infinite 
and all-wiſe Providence, that we, the 
Genii of this lower world, flutter conti- 
nually abroad, hovering over the children 
of men, according to the various pur. 
poſes, views, and deſigns, of his own 
wiſdom. | 


« We were once embodied ſpirits like 
yourſelves ; but being now diveſted of our 
humanity, and removed into a kind of in- 
termediate ſtate, according to the differ- 
ent prevailing habits impreſſed upon our 
ſouls during the ſeaſon of our probation, 
we employ our faculties in the direction 
and conduct of you mortals here below, 


« Vain, weak, and fooliſh are the opinions 
the philoſophers of your worlds entertain 
of their own ſouls, the dignity of their 
natures, the ſublimity and ſagacity of 
their genius, and the noble diſcoveries 
they have made in philoſophy, by their 
curious reſearches into the natural and 

moral 
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moral faculties of their conſtitution. 
Weak is their claim, and idle their pre- 
tenſions: we are the ſpirits who inform 
their minds, inſpire their thoughts, and 
direct their judgments in all their en- 
quiries and moſt curious reſearches. Ac- 
cording to the nature of our faculties, 
Eugenio, and the tincture which our 
ſouls have received when in an embodied 
ſtate, we are diſtinguiſhed into two general 
important claſſes, known amongſt our- 
ſelves by the names of Sylphs and Gnomes, 


The former claſs, bleſt with the habits 
of improving and adorning the natural 
faculties impreſſed upon their beings by 
the Supreme Almighty whilſt in their em- 
bodied ſtate, are appoined to preſide over 
and direct the ſteps of ſuch of the ſons of 
you mortals as deſire to walk in the paths 
of true rectitude, and improve their facul- 
ties by uſeful knowledge and a practical 
underſtanding : whilſt ſuch of you who 


are 
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are ſubject to the power of your ima- 
ginations, or the gratification of your 
| appetites and paſſions, are by the ſame 
wiſe orders ſuperintended and directed 
by that other ſpecies of aereal beings, 
called in the language of ſuch ſpirits 
Gnomes, whoſe province and duty it 
is to cheriſh the fancy, enrich the ima- 
gination, and to adminſter the proper 
food and reliſh for the better enjoyment of 
every ſenſual gratification, and the exalta- 
tion of every animal deſire and appetite. 


Such is the divine ſyſtem, in which we 
are concerned conjointly with the ſons 
of men. But the ceconomy of an Infinite 
Providence is by no means confined to any 
peculiar orders of beings. It is as ex- 
tenſive as the creation itſelf; and each 
inferior order of beings in the animated 
world have all their peculiar Sylphs and 
Gnomes attending upon them by the Al- 
mighty's orders, to direct their thoughts, 
inſpire their conduct, and animate their 

actions, 
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actions. To theſe inviſible beings you 
are to aſcribe, and not to that dark unin- 
telligible term in/tin&, in uſe amongſt 
vain men to ſolve the phœnomena of na- 
ture in the animal world, all thoſe various 
motions, and ſeeming approaches to the 
reaſon of the human mind, which you fo 
frequently diſcover and obſerve in all the 
inferior orders of your creation. We 
are the beings that excite their hope, that 
animate their motions, expel their fears, 
and regulate their actions. 2 


«© The ſagacity of the elephant, the 
fierceneſs of the tyger, the fidelity of the 
dog, the docility of the horſe, are all 
falſely aſcribed to faculties implanted with- 
in themſelves. We are the beings who 
inſpire their thoughts, direct their con- 
duct, and animate all their motions; we 
are their actuating ſpirits, who inform 
them with all the diſtinguiſhing character- 
iſtics of their ſeveral peculiar exiſtences. 
Not even the ſmalleſt animals are exempted 

from 
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from our influence and juriſdiction. The 
induſtry of the bee, and the providence 
of the ant, are the conſequences of our 
continual inſpiration. Admire then in 
filence the wonderful ways of a creative 
Power, and learn to contemn the vain 
and idle ſyſtems of vacuums and ple- 
nums ; for from hence thou muſt be 
convinced that there is no void in the 
creation of God.” | 


Here the Genius concluded his harangue, 
and after a ſhort pauſe began again to ad- 
dreſs himſelf to the philoſopher in a milder 
and a more familiar tone of voice, after 
he had firſt anointed his eyes with a pure 
cryſtal water out of a ſmall vial which he 
held in his left hand, which poſſeſſed the 
extraordinary property of diſpelling thoſe 
miſts that conſtantly envelop and incloſe 
all ſublunary things and beings ; after 
which operation he ordered the philoſopher 
to direct his fight ſtedfaſtly to the ant hil- 

lock, 
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lock, and then proceeded in the following 


manner: 


NVou ſee, Eugenio, the confuſion, tu- 
mult, and the wild diſorder which ſeems 
to prevail through the whole territory. 
Impute it not to the accident that interrupt- 
ed thy own lucubrations; it was there 
long before, and has too long prevailed 
either for the peace or welfare of the in- 
habitants. A time there was when peace, 
tranquility, and happineſs, ſeemed to be its 
portion, and the joy of its poſſeſſion ; when 
every countenance was ſerene, and every 
heart glad ; -and the ſole ftrife of the inha- 
bitants appeared to be, who ſhould beſt 
aſſiſt, and moſt effectually ſerve each one 
his neighbour. But the dreadful altera- 
tion, alas | is too plain; 'tis obvious to 
every common obſerver. 


To what ſtrange or ſecret cauſes it is 
to be attributed, the orders of my ſuperiors - 
prevent me from diſcloſing. They are 
cloſe 
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cloſe lockt up, and confined from the 
keeneſt, and moſt piercing, and penetrating 
view, time alone is appointed to reveal 
and unfold the important ſecret. 


&« Suffice it, Eugenio, and repine not if 
I only attempt to remove the miſty curtain 
of thy mortal fight, to exhibit to thy view 
a genuine picture of the too general con- 
duct of thy fellow-creatures, by this mi- 
nute repreſentation of the diſorders of this 
ant-hillock which is now before thine 


eyes. 


« Thou ſeeſt the general confuſion 
which appears to prevail in every part and 
diſtrict of the territory: thou ſeeſt the 
hurry which agitates the minds and actions 
of every individual inhabitant. If thou 
lookeſt attentively, thou mayeſt alſo, by 
the aſſiſtance I have given thee, diſcover 
the hitherto inviſible operations of thoſe 
ſuperior genii which, according to the di- 
vine ſyſtem I have explained, are appro- 

C priated 
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priated by the orders of the all-wiſe Crea- 
tor, for the direction and government of 
this diminutive animal race.” 


He then made a ſhort pauſe, ſeemingly to 
give the philoſopher more time for recol- 
lection and obſervation ; after which he 
proceeded as follows: | 


Eugenio, obſerve that emmet, whom 

thou ſeeſt ſtalking along the main road of 
the hillock with a haughty, aſſuming, and 
imperious air; ſeemingly looking down 
round about him upon his fellow-inhabi- 
tants as a race of inferior beings, ſcarce 
becoming his notice or attention. See 
with what an air of ſupercilious haughti- 
neſs he conducts himſelf, whilſt he ſeems 
to be directing the motions of thoſe inferior 
emmets thou ſeeſt fluttering at a diſtance 
round about him. 


That ant was once good, and myſelf 
was appointed his guardian genius; and if 
fo he 
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would have followed my inſtructions and 
inſpirations, I can aſſure you he would 
have been one of the brighteſt ornaments 
of the whole ſociety to which he belonged : 
but vanity and pride, the bane of all the 
virtues, ſapped the foundations of goodneſs 
I was at the greateſt pains to fix in his 
ſoul, and by degrees overturned the glori- 
ous ſuperſtructure of beneficence I had en- 
deavoured to erect therein, and, even at 
this preſent moment I lament the loſs, 
obliged me, in conſequence of the repeat- 
ed directions of my ſuperiors, to give up 
the farther ſuperintendence of his mind to. 
that gloomy Gnome, whom thou mayſt 
obſerve at this preſent moment perched up- 
on his left eyebrow : ſince which, like you 
mortals in the paroxyſms of diſtemper, he 
views all objects in a diſtorted light, and 
muſt ever continue to do ſo, as long as 
the guardian Gnome ſhall be permitted to 
flutter her gaudy gilded pinions before his 
eyes, to corrupt his ideas and diſtract his 


views. 
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6 But enough of ſuch a proud and 


| haughty animal. Caſt your eyes this way, 


and obſerve that induſtrious ſprightly em- 
met you diſcover with ſuch activity di- 
recting the motions of a number of his fel- 


low-emmets, in that private track which 


croſſes the main road of the colony. Ob- 
ſerve the point towards which they all di- 
rect their motions, and you will diſcover 
this emmet's magazine, and be able to ſee 
very clearly, from the conduct of this ſmall 
inſet, the mighty poſſeſſions which may 
be acquired, and the mighty actions that 
may be performed by you mortals, by an 
unwearied attention to one ſteady point, 
and an unrelaxing induſtry and perſeve- 
rance in the purſuit of one main and im- 
portant object, whether it be power, riches, 
or reputation. 


„The ceconomy and ſagacity apparent 
in every part of his conduct and actions 
indicate in the plaineſt manner not only 
the prudence and foreſight of his ſoul, but 
n the 
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the largeneſs and extent of his views; and 
the chearfulneſs with which thoſe who ap- 
pear to be his inferiors perform their taſks, 
give to a good heart no unpleaſing proſpect 
of a munificent and generous mind; which 
will alſo be greatly confirmed when you 
caſt your eyes to the more retired parts of 
his magazine, and obſerve that compla- 
cency and ſatisfaction which brightens up 
the countenances of the partner of his cares 
and joys, and the common pledges of their 
Jove. 


But, alas! perfection is no more the lot 
of this diminutive race than of you ſublu- 
nary mortals, The very virtues and graces 
which appear ſo greatly to adorn this em- 
met's charadter have of late years, by an 
extreme proſperity, by too ſtrong indul- 
gence, and ſteady conſtant attachment, 
unhappily too often been heightened into 
blemiſhes and vices. His induſtry hath 
occaſionally degenerated into a vicious 
ſelfiſhneſs ; his activity into a culpable ar- 
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rogance, and his extreme proſperity into ' 
an extreme of haughtigeſs and pride; ſo 
that the beneficence of his ſoul hath at 
times become diſtorted to the view, and all 
his fellow-emmets, who formerly loved and 
admired him, are too much inclined to 
judge his moſt benevolent actions to be 
founded only in ſelhſhneſs, conceit, or 
pride; which is alſo no little heightened and 
enhanced too frequently in the moſt artful 
and induſtrious manner by the ſecret ſug- 
geſtions of that haughty ant which I have 
juſt before preſented to your view. 


« Now caſt your eyes, Eugenio, to the 
left hand, and you will diſcover at ſome 


diſtance in the hillock another emmet of 


a peculiar texture and make, Obſerve his 
compoſition carefully, and you will ſee a 
ſtrange mixture of jarring elements of hat 
and cold, moiſt and dry, mingled together 
in ſuch a manner as to make the little in- 
ſect the moſt unequal, unſteady, and abſent, 
of all ants; and according as one or the 

other 
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other principle happens to gain the aſcen- 
dancy in his conſtitution and temper, he 
becomes animated by turns, and ſtarts by 
a Sylph or a Gnome; from which circum- 
ſtance alone can be derived the leaſt ratio- 


nal account of all that contrariety of con- 


duct and ſentiment which diſplays itſelf in 


almoſt all the tranſactions of his being. 


By this key alone you can be enabled 
to unlock the ſecrets of his ſoul, and by 
this clue only can you trace him throughly, 


without being bewildered in the otherwiſe in- 


extricable labyrinths of his behaviour. Ob- 
ſerve him at the preſent moment: he is 


juſt now wholly under the direction of a 


Gnome whoſe ruling paſſion is the love of 
riches, and an ardent thirſt for power and 
aggrandizement in conſequence thereof. 
Two hours hence he may be under the in- 
fluence of a Genius entirely the reverſe, 
and diſcourſe moſt rationally upon the con- 
tempt of riches, glory, and honour, as un- 
worthy the purſuits of an immortal ſoul. 
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cc This ſpirit of accumulation and pride 
appears alſo to be conſiderably ſtrengthen- 
ed and confirmed by that ancient emmet 
thou beholdeſt ſo conſtantly diligent and 
active about him. That piſmire is his ſire, 
who by a perſevering attachment to the 
great lord of the hillock, and a conſtant 
ſteady devotion to his chief agents, joined 
to a great fund of induſtry and natural abi- 
lities, hath attained at this time to one of 
the moſt important poſts of the colony, as 
being appointed to manage the lord's inte- 
reſt and property with the inferior inhabi- 
tants thereof, 


„W Whence it happens, that theſe two 
ants are to be conſidered as principal ob- 
jects, of great conſideration, as being the 
chief ſprings of motion, and the main 


.* cauſes of far the greater part of that buſtle 


and confuſion which is ſo juſtly the object 
of thy wonder and aſtoniſhment, 


£& Now 
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«© Now turn thy eyes to the right hand, 
and thou wilt diſcover a ſmall glittering 
appearance in one of the retired parts of 
the hillock, which looks at adiſtance ſome- 
thing likealittle heap of gilded gravel, parti- 
cularly when the ſun · beams are not prevent- 
ed from ſhining upon it by that hill which 
thou ſeeſt obſtructs the proſpect from it. 
That ſpot is the habitation of a brace of 
ants as remarkable as any in the colony. 
If thou look with care, thou mayeſt at this 
preſent moment obſerve them buſied in 
ſpreading and levelling ſome very minute 
particles of matter before the door of their 
habitation with rakes made of thiſtle- 
down. | 


* Tf thou be inclined to remark their 
countenances, thou, wilt plainly diſcover 
in the two brothers, for ſuch they are, 
thoſe peculiar talents which in thy world 
of beings are eſteemed the molt efficacious 
for attaining preferment, and acquiring re- 


ſpect and conſideration, as the world goes. 
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„The fawning ſmiles of the one, and 
the contemptuous leer of the other, both 
the children of diſſimulation, and the ge- 
nuine oftspring of a corrupted heart, ſeem 
admirably calculated to mark their charac- 
ters, and plainly point out to thee thoſe 
conſequences ſuch ſpirits naturally tend to 

produce in the colony. 


Originally theſe two puny animals 
were deſigned to inſtruct and improve their 
fellow-emmets in all thoſe graces and vir- 
tues which religion is calculated to confer 
and beſtow. 


For, be it known unto thee, Eugenio, 
that however odd and extravagant it may 
appear to thy weak, imperfect, mortal judg- 
ment and ideas, the ants are the objects of 
a religion proper-and ſuitable to their fa- 
culties, as much as any other animal be- 
ings throughout the univerſe, Such is the 
near and intimate relation there will ever 
be found to ſubſiſt between the creature 

and 
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and the Creator throughout the whole ani- 


mal ſyſtem. But to return from this brief 
digreſſion: Theſe two brothers were origi- 
nally deſigned to devote themſelves to the 
concerns of religion amongſt their fellow- 
emmets, and had their guardian Sylphs ap- 


-pointed them for that very purpoſe. But 


ſuch was the texture of their ſouls, that all 
the efforts of thoſe beneficent beings were 
employed in vain to inſpire their minds 
with the bright graces of a pure religion. 
They were at length conſtrained to reſign 
their charge to thoſe two malevolent mali- 
cious Gnomes, whom thou mayeſt diſtin- 
guiſh continually hovering round about 
their pineal glands, or brooding over 
their gloomy breaſts: ſince which time 
their chief, nay their almoſt conſtant em- 
ployment has been either to over-reach or 
backbite their fellow- inſects. 


* In ſuch ſort of practices alſo you may 
diſcover another young lively ant, affidu- 
ous to a high degree, if you caſt your eyes 

to 
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to ſome ſmall diſtance from you. Obſerve 
how carefully he is ſtudying their arts, and 
minutely imitating their practices, and 
treading in their footſteps, | 


« At preſent he is but a candidate for 
glory, and by no means of the firſt conſi- 
deration in the hillock : but it is imagined 
amongſt us aëreal beings, that if he pro- 
ceeds as he hath ſet out, and continueth to 
form his mind and improve his talents from 
the great models he hath made the chief ob- 
jects of his imitation in the colony, as he hath 
hitherto done, he will out- ſtrip his predeceſ- 
ſors in all thoſe arts and exalted qualities 
which diſtinguiſh the moſt famous inhabi- 
tants of this important ſtate; and that he will 
be the moſt glorious imp of fame amongſt 
the numbers whoſe names ſhall deck and 
adorn the annals of the preſent times. 


« Such are the chief and moſt reſpect- 
able perſonages which I have preſented 


particularly to your view and obſervation. 
The 


THE ANTS. 29 


The reſt of the inhabitants of this diminu- 
tive ſpot are, in a very great meaſure, like 
the mob of you mortals in your boaſted 
ſuperior ſtate, Actuated by the common 
paſſions which animate their frame, they 
love, they hate; they bleſs, they curſe ; 
they bite, they ſcratch, they nip, they 
cheat, they deceive, juſt according to the 
predominant paſſion which rules in them 
for the preſent moment, and the immediate 
peculiar influence of the ſeveral Gnomes 
who preſide over and direct their conduct. 


<« Nay, if at any time they make an ef- 
fort extraordinary, and ſtrike out of the 
beaten path of animal indulgence and gra- 
tification, in the purſuit of ſome generous 
deſign, and the execution of ſome righteous 
purpoſe, they are not able to continue long 
in ſuch a courſe; but through that awe 
they entertain for the ſuperior qualities of 
thoſe ants who rule them, and influenced 
ſtrongly by the ſuperior power of their 


Gnomes, they are ſoon reduced again to 
the 
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the common claſs of emmets, and the uſual 
methods of ſubſiſtence in practice with the 
loweſt of their fellow- creatures. 


« Such is the preſent ſtate of affairs 
amongſt this puny race of animals, not 
much unlike the mighty buſtles and con- 
fuſion which unhinge, diſturb, and deſtroy 
the peace, comfort, and tranquility of thine 
own animal world. And from hence, Eu- 
genio, if thou art judicious, thou mayeſt 
learn the beſt, the wiſeſt, and moſt wonder 
ful maxims for the regulation and improve- 
ment of thine own and thy fellow-creatures 
conduct, and form no mean ideas, nor any 
weak and fooliſh ſyſtems, for the direction 
and government of your mortal ſublunary 
ſtates. 


« For obſerve, amidſt all this buſtle and 
confuſion, a great and mighty ſcene is now 
opening ; and if thou art but as attentive 
as thou oughteſt to be, thou wilt, I doubt 

not, 
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not, be enabled to acquire the nobleſt axi- 
oms of conduct, and to ſet before thine eyes 
the brighteſt examples of all thoſe exalted 
virtues and graces which, according to the 
ſyſtems of your moſt admired and refined 
politicians, are deemed the fitteſt and moſt 
proper to preſide at the head of national 
councils, to direct the management of all 
public affairs, and over-rule the general 
concerns of the whole community. 


Rut before I conduct your eyes to view 
the great aſſembly of the nation, which is 
juſt now preparing to draw together for the 
moſt momentousdeliberations, and the exe- 
cution of the moſt important projects, it 
may not be improper to let you a little in- 
to the ſecret conſtitution of the colony, and 
the fixed maxims which direct the interior 
ceconomy and government thereof. 


* For though it be a lemma in politics 
amongſt you modern mortals, that there 
can be no ſuch thing as conſtitution ſub- 

fiſting 
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ſifting abſolutely in itſelf in the nature of 
things, the body-politic being, like your own 
human frame, liable to conſtant and conti- 
nual alteration, decreaſe, encreaſe, and de- 
cay ; ſo that it cannot be ſuppoſed to con- 
tinue one ſingle moment preciſely the ſame 
it was in the preceding one; yet the direc- 
tors of this little ſpot in the emmet world, 
ſatisfied that it is their duty to preſerve the 
ſemblance and appearance of ſome ſuch 
thing, have ſubſtituted in the ſtead thereof 
certain axioms and maxims of government, 
which are contrived and calculated to ſup- 
ply its place, and to repair the waſtes which. 
are made by the viciflitude of their affairs 
in this buſy world, to keep up at leaſt a 
ſeeming repreſentative of that conſtitution 
they pretend to aim at the imitation and 
preſervation of, with a ſecret view to throw 
a miſty veil over the eyes of their inferiors ; 
that they, beholding the ſhadow and ap- 
pearance of a legal adminiſtration, may {it 
down quietly, and without murmuring, 
under the arbitrary government of thoſe 

ſuperior 
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ſuperior few who, by an excluſive right, 
privilege, and prerogative, have aſſumed to 
themſelves the high and glorious character 
and title of being guardians of the emmet 


conſtitution, 


A few of the more important of theſe 
axioms or maxims I ſhall briefly explain in 
as familiar and eaſy a ſtile and manner as I 
can; after which I propoſe to conduct you 
to view the great and general council of the 
colony. 


« I. The firſt and moſt important axiom 
or maxim they have adopted is this : That 
the ſupreme power in every well-governed 
and well-diſciplined ſtate, be it great or 
ſmall, muſt be entirely abſolute, indefea- 
ſible, and uncontroulable : that it is not 
liable to be reſtrained by any earthly power 
and might: that its ſanctions are all in- 
violable ; and that wherever this ſupreme 
power is veſted, whether in king, prieſt, 


great lord, or people, all the inferior in- 
D habitants 
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habitants are bound, by the moſt indiſſolu- 
ble ties, to pay an abſolute and implicit 
obedience to all its precepts, decrees, and 
commands, without exception or. mental 
reſervation; ſothat this ſupreme power may 
always be in full capacity to inflict condign 
puniſhment upon any ſubject that ſhall dare 
to diſturb the repoſe and tranquillity of the 
ſovereign, or that of the chief inſtruments 
of his will and pleaſure, by any odd contri- 
vances and new-fangled notions, n 
or doctrines of their own. 


& II. A ſecond axiom or maxim amongſt. 
this puny race of animals, no leſs certain. 
and demonſtrable than the former, is, that 
this ſame ſupreme and ſovereign power may 
be delegated alfo in an indiviſible and an 
indefeaſtble manner, by its poſſeſſor, to any 
inferior agent or agents, in as full force, 
and with as ample powers, as the ſovereign 
himſelf is poſſeſſed of it. This plainly fol- 
lowing from the firft axiom already laid 
down ; becauſe it muſt be an abſolute con- 

tradition . 
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tradiction in itſelf to ſuppoſe that any ſove- 
reign ſhould be poſſeſſed of any indefeaſible 
right, and not be permitted to delegate it 
with as full and ample powers as he himſelf 
enjoys it ; and as abſurd as for any of you 
ſons of men to maintain that your prince 
bas a power of local motion, but no capa- 
city to move his legs in order to effect it. 


&« III. A third axiom, no leſs certain and 
important than the former, is, that the ſo- 
vereign ſhall ever lay it down as an inva- 
riable rule, to employ only ſuch agents as 
ſhall be abſolutely and entirely devoted to 
bis will and pleaſure, and wholly prepared 
to execute, without heſitation or the leaſt 
murmuring, every command that ſhall be 
given him; and that if any agent is not 
in every reſpect ſupple enough to be a ſlave 
entirely devoted to the intereſt of his prince, 
great lord, or ſuperior, and diſpoſed to run 
all manner of lengths to promote his ad- 
vantage, or gratify his pleaſure ; ſuch an 
one is by no means fit to be employed or 

D 2 entruſted 
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entruſted in any part or branch of the ſo- 
vereign's adminiſtration : and that this be 
laid down as an invariable rule, no leſs 
eſtabliſhed and practiſed in all the ſeveral 
ſubordinate diviſions of power, and all the 
inferior departments of the ſtate, that a re- 
gular and conſiſtent uniformity may thine 
forth through the whole ſyſtem of govern- 
ment for its good and welfare, 


& TV. A fourth axiom, of the utmoſt 
importance to the well-being of every ci- 
vilized ſtate, and the ſupport of that ſyſtem 
of politics now ſo univerſally admired and 
practifed through the emmet world, is this, 
that it be ſtedfaſtly reſolved by every mem - 
ber of the ſociety who hath any ſhare in 
the diſtribution of its power, the execution 
of its laws, or is a partaker of any of its 
ſpoils, that they ſhall be ſtrictly united in 
one common reſolution to diſcourage the 
propagation of knowlege as much as. poſ- 
fible, and damp the ſpirit of free enquiry 


with all their might, and particularly'to 
uſe 
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uſe their utmoſt endeavours to check and 
bridle the over-forward zeal of any of their 
fellow-emmets, who ſhall preſume to exer- 
Ciſe the talents beſtowed upon them, either 
by nature or education, in the inſtruction 
and improvement of their fellow-beings, 
in uſeful, civil, and practical knowlege ; 
and to do this by every art and contrivance 
in their power, by intimidating, brow-beat- 
ing, fining, impriſoning, out-lawing, bit- 
ing, ſcratching, nipping, or any other me- 
thod which ſhall appear properly calculated 
toſtrike the bulk of the people with terror, 
and ſpread a proper degree of numbneſs 
and torpitude over the underſtandings of 
the whole colony, that the ſubjects may be 
thereby better fitted and prepared for abſo- 
lute obedience to ſuperior power, and bear 
the yoke that ſhall from time to time be 
thought fit and proper to be laid upon them 
without murmuring, or diſturbing the 
peace, tranquillity, and good order of go- 
vernment, by ſaucy, inſolent, or imperti- 
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nent remonſtrances, memorials, or com- 


plaints. 


« V, A fifth axiom or maxim which 
hath been lately introduced, and is in vaſt 
vogue and practice, and attended with ſuc- 
ceſs far beyond the moſt ſanguine hopes of 
the leading emmets, is, for all thofe who 
are qualified for taking a ſeat in the great 
aſſembly of the colony, to adviſe, exhort, 
and encourage their conſtituents to ſend 
from time to time, no matter how often, 
or upon what trivial occaſion, a letter of 
compliments to the ſovereign, ſigned by 
the ſecretary in the name of the body-poli- 
tic, in which they are to take eſpecial care 
to inſert the moſt flattering and fulſome 
epithets and titles; aſſuring him, that he 
has infinitely more and greater virtues and 
graces, both of mind and perſon, than any 
of his anceſtors ; that'they have the moſt 
perfect acquieſcence in his ſuperior know- 
lege and underſtanding, in his paternal 


love, and his fatherly kindneſs for his 
people; 
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people; and above all other things to aſ- 
ſure him, abſolutely, and without reſerve, 
that their lives and fortunes are at his ſer- 
vice, and depend abſolutely upon his will 
and pleaſure, For by this artful practice, 
theſe letters of compliment or condolence 
not only become a kind of ſecurity for their 
own fidelity and loyalty, as it would be 
ſhameſul to deny in practice, in any future 
time, what they have ſolemnly avowed un- 
der their hands and feals before time ; but 
alſo become a kind of letter of credit to 
themſelves with the emmets in power, to 
improve their intereſt, and encreaſe their 
weight with them, when they ſee their con- 
ſtituents ſo kindly diſpoſed to recommend 
and ſupport them. 


« VI. A fixth axiom or maxim which 
hath been alſo lately adopted,. and is now 
almoſt univerſally eſpouſed by all the gran- 
dees of the colony, and eſteemed a maſter- 
ſtroke in modern politics for the ſupport 
and aggrandiſement of the emmet conſti- 
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tution, and the maintenance and improve- 
ment of the public tranquillity, is this, 
That all the ants of property in the hillock 
ſhould avail themſelves of a particular im- 
provement lately introduced into the ſyſtem 
of arts and ſciences amongſt them, and to 
appoint proper emmets to take an actual 
and exact ſurvey of all their lands, tene- 
ments, and granaries, in their preſent ſtate 
and condition, however they came by them, 
or however they may have been improved 
and amended, repaired and enlarged, by 
any of the occupiers, at their own coſt, ex- 
pence, labour, and charges ; and after a 
regular and exact ſurvey, to ſet ſuch a va- 
lue upon them as may not only greatly 
advance and aggrandize their own power, 
wealth, and influence, but oblige their vaſ- 
ſals and tenants to ſubject themſelves and 
their family to more inceſſant labours, and 
an humbler fare, thereby to lower their ſpi- 
rits gradually, and make them more ſupple 
and pliant, and oblige them to be more 


ſaving and abſtemious, that a greater quan- 
tity 
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tity of the more luxurious and valuable 
proviſions of life may be ſpared for the pub- 
lic markets, and the more convenient ſup- 
port of the gentry of the colony ; it being 
laid down as a maxim by the whole body 
of this ſpecies of ants, that if every induſ- 
trious emmet was totally deprived of white 
bread, butter, and ſmall beer, theſe neceſ- 
ſaries would then be procured by them in 
the market at a cheaper, more moderate, 


and eaſy rate, 


4 To this axiom is added alſo, as a co- 
rollary, no leſs clear and demonſtrable than 
all the reſt, that in order the more effectu- 
ally to advance the great deſign above- 
mentioned, the greateſt encouragement 
poſſible ought to be given by all emmets of 
power and eſtate in every part of the colo- 
ny, to the incloſure and improvement of 
all the open grounds and waſte lands of the 
whole country, provided that proper care 
be every-where firſt taken that a ſufficient 


quantity be firſt ſet apart, and appropriated 
to 
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-to the uſe and fole behoof of the ſeveral 
chief lords, in conſideration of certain ex- 
-cluſive privileges, emoluments, and advanta- 
ges, ſaid tobe given up by the ſaid chief lords 
for the public benefit and private advantage 
of every diſtrict, but in reality maintained 
notwithſtanding in full ſorce and virtue to 
them and their partizans, by ſeveral penal 
laws and ſtatutes, which the ſaid great lords 
have thought proper from time to time to 
enact and ordain, for the preſervation and 
ſupport of thoſe very privileges they pre- 
tend to receive a valuable conſideration for 
the remiſſion of their excluſive right to the 
ſame: and alſo, that the faid great lords 
may be thereby enabled more effectually 
to humble and reduce the independency of 

their vaſſals and tenants within proper 
bounds, and by means of proper agents be- 
come acquainted with the full value of all 
their appurtenances, ſo as to enable them 
to lay upon them ſuch rents and taxes as 
may effectually ſecure their dependence, 
and have, beſides, the happieſt tendency to 
break 
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dreak their ſpirits, and make them entire- 
ly obedient to all thoſe various rules of 
good policy which have been eſtabliſhed as 
the wiſeſt maxims of the emmet conſtitu- 
tion I have already in part deſcribed to 
you: and alſo to anſwer a farther purpoſe, 
to oblige them to pay a more ready, wil- 
ting, and perfect obedience to thoſe gene- 
rous and humane laws fo lately agreed up- 
on and decreed in the colony, reſpecting 
the preſervation of ſeveral forts of minute 
animals, which are ſaid in the emmet law- 
books to be of the fere nature kind. 


« VII. But there remains yet another 
axiom or maxim or two to be deſcribed, of 
almoft as much importance as all the reſt 
put together, ſo as to be juſtly ſtiled the 
grand hinges, upon which alone each wiſe 
political emmet conſtitution can move and 
turn with ſteadineſs and eaſe. 


The firſt is, the training up the 


younger emmets, who are ſelected out in 
order 
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order to be entruſted with any of the ſub- 


ordinate compartments of the adminiſtra- 
tion, in the moſt approved methods of buſi- 
neſs in all capacities. 


„ For this purpoſe there is a particular 
academy erected, near the capital feat of 

the ſovereign, to the head maſter and di- 

rector of which each candidate for the ſo- 

vereign's favour or the ſtate's emoluments is 
cautiouſly recommended, 


* This academy, if you caſt your eyes 
this way, you may obſerve diſtinctly 
enough in- the center of the hillock, not 


far from the ſovereign's own apartments, 


And though the ſeveral particular motions 
diſcoverable therein are rather too ſmall to 
be thoroughly diſcovered by your fight, as it 


is not in my power to give you at preſent 
the perfect viſion of a Sylph ; yet you may 


diſtinguiſh ſo far-plain enough, if you look 
earneſtly, that the diſcipline of the place is 
vaſtly analogous to that of thoſe noble in- 

ſtitutions 
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ſtitutions in faſhion amongſt you mortals, 
where the rudiments of all ſcience are in- 
ſtilled into young and tender minds at the 
rate of a penny or three half-pence a week, 
conſiſting principally. of a court-alphabet, 
with gilt letters impreſſed upon ginger- ' 
bread to be learnt by heart; and the more 
effectually to anſwer that purpoſe, to be 
eaten by way of encouragement, in order 
to fix the letters the more ſtrongly upon 
the mind and memory; it being a moſt ju- 
dicious maxim with theſe maſters of diſci- 
pline, that every thing which affects the 
ſenſe of eating and gratifies the taſte, is ſo 
deeply implanted in the ſoul as never to be 
entirely eradicated afterwards, 


There are alſo, in a different apart- 
ment, various kinds of hobby-horſes for 
the exerciſe of the younger ſtudents, to 
form their bodies as well as their minds in- 
to a certain manner and particular air of 


addreſs, excellently calculated and abſo- 
lutely 
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lutely neceſſary to prepare them for prefer- 
ment and the grand world. 


* Vou may obſervealſo, in another apart- 
ment, certain white ſticks, rods, or wands, 
placed in horizontal directions, and at dif- 
ferent heights, for the uſe of the ſeveral ſtu- 
dents, according to their different age and 
abilities, not unlike the leaping frames of 
your modern hunters in the human world. 
At theſe the young academicians are regu- 
larly and orderly exerciſed to leap over or 
creep under at the word of command, 
which they are taught to do with the utmoſt 
exactneſs, decency, neatneſs, and agility, 
and without the leaſt murmur or heſitation 
in the world; nothing being more oppoſite 
to the canons of the academy, nor ſubject to 
more ſevere reproofs or condign puniſhment, 
than the leaſt refractorineſs of ſpirit, or ſul- 
lenneſs of obedience, to the moſt tri fling 
orders of their maſters and ſuperiors. 


cc You 


THE ANTS. 1 


| © You may alſo obſerve in a fourth 
apartment, if you look carefully, in a cor- 
ner of the academy, a very pretty genteel- 
machine, which 4s particularly appropriat- 
ed to the amuſement of the wealthier ſort 
of ants in the community ; and is general- 
ly known amongſt them by the name and 
title of the flying horſe. 


This curious engine is not of com- 


mon uſe amongſt the tutors, nor employ- 


ed in an undiſtinguiſhed manner for the 
amuſement or improvement of the whole 
academy without diſtinction, as this would 
be too troubleſome, as well as expenſive; 
but is wiſely confined to the ſervice of ſuch 
emmets only who, by a lucky hit, or any 
other means whatever, be they what they 
will, may have chanced to ſtumble upon 
ſome hidden granary of ſhining ſand in the 
hillock, which enables them to pay largely 
for a diverſion ſo expenſive and ſo glorious 
for them. 
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ce It is however a piece of diſcipline in 
this wiſe race too remarkable to be omitted 
in our deſcription of the emmet conftitu- 
tion, though it is not of general or uni- 
verſal uſe ; I ſhall therefore endeavour to 
give you a clear and diſtinct account of its 
particular exhibition upon proper occa- 
ſions. | 


« As to its external figurey it needs not 
much deſcription : you ſee the nature of 
it and its frame plain enough, with the 
fine capariſoned horſes and gilt coaches 
which adorn its outermoſt circle with 
ſtreamers flying and ribbands fluttering in 


the air. 


This external circle or frame being 
cloſely connected with an upright poſt in 
its center, is ſo contrived as by the direc- 
tion of ſome particular operator, and the 
aſſiſtance of ſome ſecret wheel-work con- 
cealed within the ground, to be whirled 

ſwiftly 


- 
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ſwiftly round at his pleaſure ; ſo that the 


horſes, the coaches, their riders, and con- 
tents, may walk, trot, gallop, or fly, at 
the word of command; the ſeveral orna- 
ments, trappings, and capariſons of the 
horſes and the carriages, conliſting of rib- 
bands, ſtars, and garters, with a great pro- 
fuſion of lacker and gilt colourings upon 
the furniture, mouldings, and corniſhes, in 
a vaſt variety of taſtes, figures, and hu- 
mours. 


The method of diſcipline with this 
extraordinary machine is as follows : If any 
wealthy or potent ant (for ſuch only are 
generally admitted) finds in bimſelf any 
diſpoſition to take a ride, and exerciſe him» 
ſelf inthis noble diverſion, his firſt buſineſs 
is to apply to the grand operator, either by 
himſelf or his agents, to gain his permiſ- 
ſion, and ſettle with him the particular 
terms upon which he ſhall be allowed to 
mount, and to fix upon the particular ſeat 
he chuſes for himſelf. After this, a ſuitable 

E time 
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£0 
timeis generally fixed for the young emmet 
to mount and perform his exerciſe, after 
he hath previouſly gone through a ſtrict 
and ſevere examination before the grand 
operator himſelf, or a committee appoint- ' 
ed by him for that purpofe, whether he 
hath qualified himſelf for the exerciſe ac- 
cording to the rules and ſtatutes of the aca- 


demy. 


« For this purpoſe he is uſually aſked the 
following queſtions : | 


* Have you got your a, b, c? and, in im- 
printing it firmly upon your memory, have 
you, without reſtriction or mental reſer- 
vation, conformed yourſelf entirely to the 
rules eſtabliſhed for this purpoſe ? Did you 
eat it all? Was it bitter in the mouth, and 
ſweet and eaſy of digeſtion in the belly ? 
Have you performed your due exerciſes 
upon the hobby-horſe, and taken care to 
qualify yourſelf, by a proper application to 
the ſtudy and practice of that machine, for 

this 
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this nobler ſpecies of riding which you now 
ſolicit for? Have you devoted yourſelf for 
a proper ſeaſon, according to the ſtatutes 
of the academy, to the ſervice and diſci- 
pline of the ſtick, and behaved yourſelf to 
the ſatisfaction of your tutors and ſuperiors 
in all the exerciſes of it, from the loweſt 
to the higheſt rod? and particularly, can 
you with activity leap over the higheſt rank 
at the word of command, or creep under 
the loweſt with equal eaſe and equal grace, 
and a becoming alacrity of ſpirit ? 


«© Toall which queſtions the candidate 
having anſwered ſatisfactorily in the affir- 
mative, he is then delivered over by the 
grand operator to ſome of his ſubordinate 
agents, to be led through the ſeveral apart- 
ments of the academy, to exhibit an ex- 
ample of his thorough proficiency in all the 
previous exerciſes thereof: a certificate of 
which is then drawn up by the ſaid agents; 
and being duly witneſſed by them, is tranſ- 
mitted by them to the grand operator him- 
ä E 2 ſelf: 
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ſelf : upon the receipt of which, orders 
are directly iſſued out for making the ſuit- 
able preparations, and fixing a proper time 
for the emmet's mounting. 


When the day appointed is come, and 
the grand operator fixed at his proper ſtand, 
the candidate is introduced between two of 
his fellow-emmets, adorned with the pro- 
per dreſs and enſigns of the academy, ac- 
cording to the poſt appointed for him, whe- 
ther it be horſe or coach; and after he is 
properly ſeated in or upon his particular 
beaſt or carriage, the machine is firſt put, 
for a time, into a flow, gentle, eaſy mo- 
tion, which is increaſed by inſenſible de- 
grees ; fo that in a certain courſe of time 
it is improved to ſuch a great degree of 
ſwiftneſs and velocity, and that without 
reſt or intermiffion, that the rider at laſt is 
whirled about with ſuch rapidity, that his 
head becoming giddy by the velocity of the 
motion, his brain becomes inverted : that 


part which occupied the occiput now poſ- 
ſeſſing 
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ſeſſing the ſinciput, and all his ideas ſuffer- 
ing a proportionable alteration, he no 
longer knows himſelf as the ſame being he 
was when he mounted. He no longer ſees 
any objects as they formerly appeared to him, 
but as they are now preſented to his view 
through the magic lanthorn of the grand 
operator; and when, after a due courſe of 
exerciſe, he is again diſmounted, his fight. 


and underſtanding are ſo amazingly alter- 


ed, that he conſiders all his fellow-emmets, 
who happen not to be adorned with the 
ſame trappings as himſelf, as a different 
ſpecies of beings ; as much inferior to him 
as thoſe minute inſets which are ſaid to 
crawl over and feed upon the fineſt par- 
ticles of every animal conſtitution and car- 
caſs. 


« Such is, in general, the diſcipline of 
this famous academy ; but it now and then 
happens, perhaps once or twice in an age, 
that ſome adventurous emmet or other, by 


mere dint of genius and ſpirit, obtrudes 
E 3 himſelf 
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himſelf into the academy by downright 
violence; deſpiſes all the rules and diſci- 
pline of it, and, without the leaſt applica- 
tion to any of the previous exerciſes, 
bounds over all oppoſition, and leaps into 
the ſaddle or the coach in ſpite of all the 
arts and machinations of the grand opera- 
tor, and all the aſſembled body of his crea- 
tures and inferior agents. 


Upon ſuch an emergency, whenever 
it happens, the whole party are ſure to be 
ſeized with ſuch a violent fit of numbneſs, 
torpitude, and at laſt inſenſibility, that the 
reins of the machine ſlipping from the ope- 
rator's hands, the high-ſpirited emmet finds 
himſelf at full liberty to exerciſe himſelf in 
his new exaltation, according to his own 
notions, opinions, and ideas, without be- 
ing ſubje& (unleſs he himſelf pleaſeth to 
imitate a predeceſſor's glorious example) to 
the dreadful conſequences of that rapid 
whirl which the grand operator, whilſt he 
rules the machine, is ſure to exerciſe upon 


every 
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every emmet who chuſeth to ride either by 
his approbation or connivance. 


& When ſuch a caſe as I have been de- 
ſcribing happens, the moſt approved me- 
thod of practice is this : the ſpirited emmet, 
after he hath convinced all his fellow-em- 
mets, in the uſual forms, that he hath the 
perfect uſe of his faculties, and particular- 
ly the free and voluble uſe of his tongue, 
provides himſelf with a cat-o'nine tails; with 
which he is to preſent himſelf before the 
veſtibule of the academy, at any time when 
the grand operator and all his agents ſhall 
be moſt buſied, and in the greateſt height 
of their diſcipline and inſtructions. 


« He is then in an authoritative tone of 
voice to demand admittance, without any 
of the uſual forms and ceremonies, which 
being ſure to be denied, as abſolutely con- 
trary to the rules and forms of the houſe, 
he is then immediately to proceed to flagel- 
lation ; and brandiſhing his weapon high 
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in air, to lay about him againſt his oppo- 
nents with all his might and without diſ- 
tinction, till by his indefatigable pains he is 
able at laſt to complete the rout of his an- 
tagoniſts, by the defeat of the grand ope- 


rator himſelf; when the field of battle be- 


ing cleared of enemies, he finds himfelf in 
abſolute poſſeſſion, and at free liberty to | 
uſe the machine according to his own plea- 
ſure. But this requiring a moſt uncom- 
mon ſpirit, and the moſt diſtinguiſhed abi- 
lities to enſure ſucceſs againſt ſuch a mul · 
titude and ſuch a variety of oppoſition, I 
muſt confeſs it is but rarely found put in 
practice, 


« VIII. But I had almoſt forgot, Eu- 
genio, to deſcribe and repreſent to you an- 
other invention, no leſs ingenious than it is 
fingular, which hath been contrived with- 
in leſs than a century ago, by the grand 
operator, .or ſome of his moſt intimate 
friends and adherents, with a view to ob- 
viate, in the moſt effectual manner, thoſe 

accidental 
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accidental inconveniencies and occaſional 
mortifications he hath - found himſelf at 
times ſubject to, by means of thoſe high- 
ſpirited emmets I have juſt hinted at. 


This contrivance is as follows: On the 
top of one of the loftieſt and talleſt pin- 
nacles of the academy, if you look atten- 
tively, you may diſcover a wonderful light 
and airy machine faſtened, in the form of 
a drum, but conſiderably larger, with fails 
fixed to one of its ſides, like thoſe of a 
wind-mill, ſo contrived, by the help of 
modern mechanics, as to turn upon a pivot 
in the center, and preſent its fails to every 
point of the compals, 


In the interior part of this machine 
are contained three various kinds of move- 
ments to work three pair of mill-ſtones, 
diſtinguiſhed by the following names; the 
| bullion mill, the paper mill, and the annihi- 
lating mill; each of which, when ſet to work 


by 
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by the direction of the grand operator, pro- 

duce regularly their proportionable advan- 
tages to the ſervice, as he and his agents 
generally pleaſe to phraſe it, 


The firſt of theſe mills is ſolely em- 
ployed in the management and regulation 
of the ſhining ſand and actual ſpecie of 
the colony; and as the ſcrews are ſet 
ſtraiter or more relaxed, it is made to pro- 
duce, when ſet to work, more or leſs, both 
in quantity and quality, according to the 
particular directions of that emmet who is 
principally intruſted with the immediate 
care of its operations; ſo that the ſhining 
ſand of the country may be enhanced or 
diminiſhed in its intrinſic value, or increaſ- 
ed or decreaſed in its quantity and plenty, 
at the ſecret pleaſure of the grand opera- 
tor : by which means it generally happens, 
that thoſe bold geniuſes who are ſo fertile 
in diſturbing the great emmet's adminiſtra- 
tion are kept within roper bounds, and 

reſtrained 
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reſtrained within proper degrees of appre- 
henſion, leſt their impetuous ſpirits ſhould 
introduce a public bankruptcy into the co- 
lony ; ſo that they are obliged to remain 
quiet, out of pure affection to their coun- 
try's ſafety. | 


| © But ſhould any party of oppoſition, 
being aware of the deep-laid ſtratagem, 
become ſo powerful, by uniting together, 
as to collect within themſelves a ſufficient 
quantity of ſhining ſand to circulate for 
the uſes of the colony, to preſerve a proper 
par of exchange throughout the whole ter- 
ritory, without the intervention of the 
grand operator; ſo that his power and 
dignity ſeems to be at a ſtand, and in dan- 
ger of being reduced to its original inſig- 
nificance; he, upon any ſuch emergent 
occaſion, has immediate recourſe to his 
ſecond mill, called the paper-mill; the 
main deſign and purpoſe of which 1s, by a 
proper application of the magic art of 
tranſ- 
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tranſmutation, to grind down all the ſhin- 
ing ſand and ſpecie of the colony he can 
get into his hands, into ſmall portions and 
ſcraps of paper, of a peculiar texture and 
form, marked with certain myſterious hie- 
roglyphical figures, impreſſed upon them 
in a particular manner by the maſter of the 
mill, at the direction of the grand opera- 
tor himſelf, in order that they may be ſeen 
and known again, and according to their 
private marks have their worth and value 
raiſed or lowered, agreeable to their parti- 
cular will and pleaſure for the time being. 


* Theſe ſcraps of paper the operator 
and his under workmen diligently diſtri- 
bute through the colony, and particularly 
to that ſpecies of the people who are known 
to poſſeſs the moſt conſiderable treaſures of 
ſhining ſand in their private hoards and 
granaries, delivering along with them a 
ſmall fragrant ſugar-plum, generally of 
an excellent taſte and flayour, calculated to 


put 
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put the bulk of the ants in good humour, 
and prevail upon the richeſt of them to un- 
cover their hid treaſures; and, upon the 
good faith and promiſes of the operator, to 
exchange them with him for a proportion- 
able ſhare of theſe bits and ſcraps of pa- 
per, which he engages, by means of ſuit- 
able agents, to receive again at a proper 
and convenient ſeaſon ; that is, when it 
beſt ſuits himſelf and his ſchemes, as fo 
much ſhining ſand and ſpecie of the colo- 
ny : by theſe powerful charms, ſweeten- 
ing and ſoothing the tempers and diſpoſi- 
tions of his fellow-emmets ; that they be- 
ing, each for themſelves, lulled into a pleaſ- 
ing ſecurity, may be proof againſt the vile 
inſinuations of all thoſe implacable em- 
mets, whom neither flattery nor terrors, 
neither ſoothing nor ſcourging, can inti- 
midate from interrupting him with all their 
might in the wholeſome exerciſes of - his 


academical proceſſes. 


« But, 


©2 TEE ANTS 
&« But, ſhould he even find himſelf de- 


feated in the proſecution of this well-con- 
trived ſcheme, either-by the agility, abili- 
ties, induſtry, or number of his enemies, 
he is by no means without reſources (ſuch 
is the fertility of an emmet's genius) but 
has reſource to his third mill, which in 
their language is called the annihilating 
mill, 


«© The methods in practice with this 
machine, which hath met with the great- 
eſt approbation in all well-poliſhed ant- 
hillocks, ever fince the days of Machiavel, 
are theſe: Upon any emergent occaſion, 
when the paper-currency of. the colony 
begins to be attended with obſtructions 


and palpitations, and to manifeſt a limp in 


its gait, through the various parts of the 
hillock ; the grand operator uſually calls 
together a general aſſembly of all the mem- 
bers of the academy who have had a regu- 
lar initiation and education in the rules and 

| | diſci- 
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diſcipline of it; at which all are obliged to 
attend who have been ſworn fellows of the 
ſociety, to conſider of ways and means to 
preſerve and maintain the grand operator's 
greatneſs and their own importance, under 
the uſual pretext of the public welfare, and 
the ſafety and proſperity of the ſtate, 


« At this aſſembly ſome ſcheme or other 
is contrived, by ſome active emmet, of get- 
ting in as much paper-currency as poſſible 
at a low price, and then conveying them 
to the third mill, where they grind them 
down to ſmaller ſhreds than before, alter- 
ing their form and texture in ſuch an art- 
ful manner, that there may be an abſolute 
deceptio viſus in the caſe ; after which they 
come out of the mill, converted into a kind 
of ſmall tickets, and then diſtributed back 
again amongſt the chief adherents of the 
ſociety, and ſo gradually circulated as new 
coin and new currency to all parts of the 
hillock, with an additional note of encou- 


ragement to every adyenturer, that at a 
certain 


| 
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certain time, publicly ſpecified, every in- 
dividual of them may be aſſured, upon the 
public faith of the community, that at the 
ſmall and trifling hazard of 500,000 to 1, 
every ticket ſhall encreaſe ten thouſand 


times in value. 


And if it ſhould ſo happen that, not- 
withſtanding the odds are ſo ſmall and in- 
conſiderable, the adventurer ſhould mi(- 


carry in his chance, or be diſappointed in 


his hopes, that he ſhall not ſuffer the loſs 
of all his expectations entirely, but for a 
certain time, or during the term of an em- 
met's natural] life, ſhall, through the ex- 
treme generoſity and beneficence of the 
grand operator, be allowed to exchange, 
at the worſt of hazards, every ten or twelve 
grains of ſhining ſand he ſhall think pro- 
per to entruſt him with the care and ma- 
nagement of, for five or ſix grains of the 
ſame ſubſtance, if he is prudent enough 
to make the exchange in time, before the 
| period 


TAS. A as 


period comes, when a ſudden guſt of wind 
upon the ſails of the wind-mill ſhall whirl 
them about with ſuch amazing rapidity, 
as to reduce, in the twinkling of an eye, 
every individual ſcrap remaining in the 
mill to an impalpable powder, which the 
wind diſperſes abroad without the leaſt 
poſſibility of recollection. By this means 
the operator is ſecurely furniſhed, not only 
with the proper funds for the ſupport and 
maintenance of the general welfare and 
proſperity, but alſo for the private and 
ſecret ſervices of the academy, and the gen- 
tceler maintenance and ſupport of all the 
various maſters and tutors employed there- 
in, and for all the neceſſary out-goings oc- 
caſioned by the expence laid out in keep- 
ing the building in good and reſpectable 
condition and repair. And what is of in- 
finite more conſequence and advantage 
than all the reſt put together, he is by ſuch 
a method furniſhed with the beſt and molt 
approved receipts that have hitherto. been 

9 invented 
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invented or thought of for repelling and 
defeating all the machinations of his im- 
placable enemies, by a ſuitable, timely, 
and regular diſtribution of thoſe ſavings 
which accrue to himſelf by this artful and 
important contrivance, annihilating. by 
ſuch practices all their weight, influence, 
and power, in the community of em- 


mets. 


« Such, Eugenio, are the grand and 
fundamental principles of this greatly ce- 
lebrated emmet conſtitution; ſuch the 
mighty and important axioms which are 
the foundations of the practical part 
of its government and policy; from 
the knowlege of which already commu- 
nicated, and the farther lights that T 
ſhall hereafter occaſionally furniſh you 
with for your farther inſtruction, you will 
be enabled to form a good and rational 
judgment of the confuſions of the hillock, 
and of the conduct and actions of thoſe 

diſ- 
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diſtinguiſhed emmets I have already de- 
ſcribed as the chief managers and directors 
of the body- politic of this induſtrious race, 
and the motives upon which they ſeem to 
build both their ideas and their actions. 


For this purpoſe, Eugenio, direct thine 
eyes to that ſpacious area thou obſerveſt in 
the center of the hillock; in the midſt 
whereof ſtands an ancient, but noble and 
venerable ſtructure, ſuppoſed to be erected 
when a Gothic or a Vandal race of ants en- 
joyed the ſupreme government and direc- 
tion of the country. To this building, 
obſerve, all the ants of figure and note in 
the territory are juſt now flocking. 


«© Whilſt they are aſſembling and ſeat- 
ing themſelves according to their ſeveral 
ranks and poſts in the community, I will 
take the opportunity of giving thee a ſuc- 
cinct account of the motives of their com- 
ing. . in ſo extraordinary a manner, 
ER F 2 % . and 
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and upon ſuch an extraordinary occaſion, 
in as plain and familiar a manner as I can 


deviſe. 


5 will then make thee inviſible by my 
ſuperior power, and tranſport thee into the 
aſſembly itſelf, where thou halt ſee, hear, 
and admire at, with wonder and aſtoniſh- 
ment, the acuteneſs, artleſſneſs, ſagacity, 
diſintereſtedneſs, beneficence, public ſpi- 
rit and generofity, which ſo conſpicuouſly 
ſhine forth in all the harangues of this au- 
guſt and venerable aſſembly. 


Know then, Eugenio, that the prime 
cauſe of this extraordinary aſſembly now 
drawing together is that long track or open 
path - way, which thou mayeſt obſerve unit- 
eth the extremeſt and moſt diſtant parts of 


the colony together. 


« This track hath been a long time in 


5 e executing, and completing, and 
| hath 
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hath been a very great and confiderable ex- 
pence, particularly to that part of the in- 
habitants who have their habitations and 
granaries moſt to the eaſt end of the colo- 
ny, as they were obliged, on account of 
the weſtern parts being very thinly inha- 
bited, to find all the tools and materials 
neceſſary both for making and keeping 
open the faid communicating track, and 
maintaining the ſame from time to time in 
good and reaſonable repair. p 


< This the wiſer ſort amongſt them ſub- 
mitted to without repining, from a full 
conviction that, as ſoon as the communi- 
cation ſhould be completed, and theſcheme 
fully executed, and the weſtern partof the 
hillock fully and ſufficiently inhabited and 
cultivated, it would open a new and glori- 
ous road that could never be ſtopped up, 
through which they might convey and 
tranſport with pleaſure, and at their eaſe, 
all their own ſuperfluities, and the various 
F 3 produce 
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produce of their induſtry at the eaſt end, 
and exchange them there for thoſe various 
neceſſaries which were to be found in abun- 
dance in the weſtern parts, in ſuch a vaſt 
profuſion and variety as ſhould enable them 
to ſupply all the various hillocks in the 
emmet world with whatever they had to 
ſpare, at their own option and their own 
prices, ſo as to aggrandize and enrich them- 
ſelves according to their own pleaſure, in- 
duſtry, or abilities, conſiſtent with the ge- 
neral welfare of trade and commerce. 


But it ſo happened, that during the 
period whilſt this main track was com- 
pleting, a neighbouring colony of white 
emmets, having taken it into their heads 
that hats were a much better and a more 
profitable wear, both for the male and fe- 
male emmets, than either woollen, worſted, 
or leather caps could poſſibly be ; and having 
diſcovered a ſmall rill of water which run 


to the north-weſt of the red emmets ſettle- 
| ments, 
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- ments, they eſtabliſhed there a ſmall fac- 
tory of emmets of their own caſt on the 
north fide of this rill, with a ſecret deſign, 
in a courſe of years, to hem in and confine 
the red emmets within the ſouthern bounds 
of the ſame rill, and by that means cut off 
their communication with every diſtant 
ant-hillock of the black ſort to the north, 
without whoſe aſſiſtance this manufactory 
of hats could not be completely executed 
and carried on. 


By this means they propoſed to engroſs 
the whole trade to themſelves, at the ſame 
time that they prevented their neighbour - 
emmets and rivals in the art and occupa- 
tion of hat- making, from maintaining any 
farther intercourſe with the black emmets, 
to diſpoſe of their luxuries and ſuperfluities 
amongſt them. ; 


cc They propoſed to themſelves alſo an- 
other conſiderable advantage from this plan, 
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the ſooner to extirpate their rivals; and 
that was, to offer a kind of public reward 
to be paid every black ant for every red em- 
met's proboſcis which they could procure 
and cut off in hunting, thereby depriving 
them of the moſt uſeful member about 
them, without which they could neither 
dry, delve, nor hoard up at all ; flattering 
themſelves by theſe practices, that in two 
or three emmet generations they ſhould be 
able, either wholly to extirpate their ene- 
mies from that part of the hillock, or 
oblige them to renounce their allegiance 
to the eaſtern ants, from whence they ori- 
ginally ſprung, and ſubmit to their power 
and juriſdidtion. 


They availed themſelves alſo, for the 
fame purpoſe in the further execution of 
this ſcheme, of ſome grievous politi- 
cal blunders of their neighbours, whilſt 
they were ſettling theſe new plantations ; 

4 theſe 
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theſe latter having, through an impe- 
tuous defire of completing their deſigns. 
in the ſpeedieſt, and, as they thought, the 
moſt effectual manner, endeavoured: to 
plant the various parts of this weſt end of 
the colony with a confuſed collection of 
all ſorts of emmets, from any hillock, 
wherever they could find any of the inha- 
bitants diſpoſed to migrate ; fo that this 
part of the ſettlement was a ſtrange motly 
maſs of all colours, fizes, and forts, with- 
out diſtinction; by which means the ſettle- 
ment was deprived of that political nooſe 
which ties other emmet communities to- 
gether ſo effectually; I mean that which 
is underſtood, in the language of you mor- 
tals, by the name of amor patriæ. 


6 Hence ſprung the following miſchief, 
that each ſet, ſect, and party, would on- 
ly mind their own concerns and granaries, 
without reſpecting the public weal ; and 
ſo becoming a confuſed, diſorderly, diſ- 

jointed 
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jointed rabble, their neighbours the white 
and black emmets might be encouraged, 
without any apprehenſions of drawing the 
weight and ſtrength of the whole colony 
upon them, by ſtraggling parties, and con- 
ſtantly hovering upon the out-ſkirts of 
their ſettlements, proceed regularly in the 
execution of their plan, by cutting off oc- 
caſionally any particular ſets or companies 
who might, through Juſt of gain, ſpread 
and plant themſelves beyond the line of 
defence, originally deſigned for the protec- 
tion of the hillock againſt all foreign in- 
vaders, and particularly the black ants who 
lay next them. 


«© So that their deſign, for the cauſes 
aſſigned, far exceeded in its progreſs and 
execution the moſt ſanguine expectations 
of the moſt violent ſpirits amongſt them ; 
the ſeveral disjointed parts of the colony 
leaving their frontier unprotected, either 


becauſe they, apprehended themſelves at a 


con- 
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conſiderable diſtance from the danger, or 
becauſe they had ſome of them taken it into 
their heads that it was a mortal ſin to fight, 
or even bite or ſcratch their greateſt and 
moſt inveterate enemies; or becauſe a con- 
ſiderable number of pied emmets, having 
no home of their own to run to in caſe of 
invaſion, and having ſettled thereabout by 
chance almoſt ina fit of deſpair, thought it 
matter of indifference whether they were 
ſubject to the orders of the red or white 
ants, provided they could enjoy their pri- 
vate hoards in quiet. In theſe ſentiments 
they were alſo farther confirmed from a 
hope they pleaſed themſelves with, that 
by a clandeſtine correſpondence with the 
latter, they ſhould have greater opportu- 
nities of enlarging and ſtocking their gra- 
naries than they could ever expect to have 
by any commerce with their original pa- 
trons and protectors. 


„ Whilſt 
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„ Whilſt things were thus circumſtan- 
ced, the white emmets found this well- 
contrived ſcheme of theirs alſo greatly aſ- 
fiſted in the execution by another particu- 


lar in the political conduct of thoſe ants, 


who had, in former times, held the ſove- 
reign power in the eaſtern parts of the red 
emmet domains. 


“For they, by virtue of ſome peculiar 
idea they had formed to themſelves of the 
prerogatives annexed to their high dignity, 
had been accuſtomed, upon the moſt tri- 
fling application, and without the leaſt 
heſitation, to grant out to any court emmet 
who was ſkilled in the myſterious arts of 
intriguing, ſuch or ſuch a portion, known 
and unknown, of the weſt end of the hil- 
lock, as they ſhould think proper to inha- 
bit and cultivate by themſelves or their 
friends, without paying the leaſt regard to 
any ants who might already be in poſſeſſion, 
or exprefling the leaſt ſhadow of a doubt 

of 
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of their own almighty indefeaſible power 
to diſpoſe of at their own abſolute will and 
pleaſure, any tracts of the ant-hillock that 
might be mentioned to them as lying va- 
cant, without ever ſeeing or knowing 
them, with as ample power and authority 
as thoſe parts which had by mutual com- 
pact been, time immemorial, ſubject to 
their ſovereignty. 


&« From this ill-judged maxim naturally 
ſprung up a variety of intereſts and views, 
which not only greatly interfered with and 
contradicted one another, but greatly im- 
peded and embarraſled the protection of the 
ſettlement againſt their foreign enemies 
-each court ant who chanced to obtain a 
portion for himſelf, confining his whole 
care to make the moſt of his own, without 
the leaſt attention either to the ſafety or 
proſperity of his next neighbours, or the 
ſecurity of thoſe ants whom he had pre- 
vailed upon to begin new neſts in thoſe ter- 

ritories 
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ritories which he had begged, bought, or 
perhaps ſtole for himſelf. 


By this means the ditch of defence, 
| deſigned to be thrown up for the ſecurity 
of the hillock, being every now and then 
neglected or interrupted, vaſt wide open- 
ings were left for the white and black em- 
mets to harraſs the extreme parts of the 
ſettlements with the moſt barbarous in- 
roads and incurſions, without any poſſibi- 
lity of reſtraining or repulſing their impe- 
tuoſity. 


<« In this condition affairs continued un- 
til the white emmets had nearly completed 
the firſt part of their deſign ; and it has 
been thought they would have executed 
the whole in one or two ſummers more, 
had they not been prevented by a very un- 
toward accident which they little expect- 
ed. 


« The 
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The ſovereign then upon the throne 
of the red emmets happened to be of a bet- 
ter breed and race than thoſe who had for- 
merly poſſeſſed the ſame poſt. He was a 
great lover of his country and his people, 
and an implacable enemy to the whole race 
of white ants, as the conſtant diſturbers of 
the peace and tranquility of the emmet 
world, and implacable ro all their fellow- 
inſets who refuſed to be dyed the ſame co- 
lour as themſelves. 


© This gracious, beneficent, and wiſe 
ſovereign, upon hearing the report of all 
* theſe atrocious proceedings from ſome of 
his faithful ſervants, and being alſo made 
acquainted with the defenceleſs ſtate of this 
part of the hillock, reſolved to take upon 
himſelf the effectual protection of his weſ- 
tern frontier, and provide for the peace, 
protection, and ſecurity of his ſubjects, by 
totally expelling and drivingout the whole 
race of white ants from that ſide of the 
hillock, 
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hillock, as they had given him ſuch a righ- 
teous cauſe and reaſon (when the many 
plauſible pretexts they had given him be- 
fore would have been ſufficient for any 
other ſovereign to have proceeded upon to 
action, as the ſovereigns of the emmet 
world now go) why he ſhould exert his 
utmoſt power to extirpate thoſe miſchiey- 
- ous ants, whoſe vileneſs and inhumanity 
had been ſo great as to. induce them to 
make the firmeſt alliances, and form the 
cloſeſt connections with an ant-cating race 
to annoy and deſtroy his peaceable, faith- 
ful, and induſtrious ſubjects. 


« Animated with ſuch a laudable reſo- 
lution, he ordered a ſufficient defence to 
be tranſported to his diſtreſſed people, and 
his power to be properly exerted for their 
deliverance, by the particular advice, and 
at the particular expence of the ants inha- 
biting the eaſtern parts of his dominions. 


% 
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<< By theſe powerful ſuccours the white 
emmets were in a ſhort ſpace driven from 
all their roguiſh purpoſes, and to their 
mortification found all their machina ions 
defeated, by the ſuperior ſpirit and bravery 
of their antagoniſts, directed by wiſe, ſa- 
gacious, and prudent councils ; and ſoon , 
compelled to give up and ſurrender, abſo- 
lutely and for ever, all their villainous 
ſchemes and deſigns, and totally relinquiſh 
the ſettlements they had formed upon the 
main land on that fide of the hillock. 


«© They did not indeed give up all theſe 
mighty things without a ſtruggle, though 
their utmoſt efforts were vain. They ex- 
erted their utmoſt ſtrength, arts, and poli- 
cy, for which they are fo famed in the 
emmet world. Nay, they had the addreſs 
to draw in the brown emmets, their neigh- 
bours to the ſouth, to eſpouſe their cauſe 
and abet their deſigns, contrary to all rules 
of ſound policy, as well as the faith of 
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treaties; but their weak aſſiſtance did no- 
thing at all: unprepared and unprovided 
for an offenſive war, they could not de- 
fend themſelves from the attacks of the red 
emmets at all; ſo that their raſnneſs ſoon 
met with its deſerved reward; and they, 
after a ſound and hearty drubbing, were 
obliged to ſubmit to the conqueror's terms, 
and reduced to the diſagreeable neceſſity of 
giving up large tracts of territory lying in 
the ſame quarter, as a puniſhment of their 
impotent malice, and a juſt reward of their 
inſidious ſchemes. 


Upon the offer of ſuch large con- 
ceſſions from both parties, generous terms 
of pacification were ſtipulated and agreed 
upon by all parties, and every thing ſeem- 
ed to tend to the improvement and aggran- 
dizement of the red emmet dominions, 
when it happened that the brown emmets, 
taking the advantage of the appearance of 
ſome buſtle, confuſion, and diſturbance, 

in 
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in the councils of the colony, thought it 
prudent to avail themſelves of a particu- 
lar article inſerted in the terms of pacifica- 
tion, in order to evade the execution of 
the other terms as long as poſſible; and 
accordingly began to make heavy and 
grievous complaints that the red emmets, 
in the weſtern part of the hillock, had, for 
time immemorial, under ſundry falſe pre- 
tences, maintained an illegal and clandeſ- 
tine correſpondence with the weſtern ſub- 
jects of his brown emmet majeſty, upon 
the main land, in the neighbourhood of 
their chief and capital ſettlements ; where- 
by great enormities were committed, and 


inexpreſſible injury was done to the re- 


venue and income both of the ſovereign 
and the ſtate. 


& They alſo urged, that if the red em- 
mets had that regard for ſound faith and 
integrity which they made ſuch ſtrong 
profeſſion of, and of which they had in- 
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deed given, upon various occaſions, the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt undoubted proofs, they 
ought to put an immediate end to all ſuch 
clandeſtine correſpondence and illegal 
practices. | 


« Theſe remonſtrances being luckily 
well timed and properly laid before the 
then directors of the academy, and falling 
in with their own high prerogative notion 
of things, they determined to enforce the 
remonſtrance, and prevail upon the ſove- 
reign to conſent to the prayer of it, and 
by his own prerogative to iſſue orders for 
that purpoſe to the weſt end of the hillock, 
though it was moſt apparently the greateſt 
injury and hurt that could poſfibly be done 
to the intereſts of his ſubjects in that part 
of the emmet world ; and accordingly pe- 
remptory orders were tranſmitted over for 
that very purpoſe. 


c In 
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&« In fact (that I may leave you igno- 
rant of nothing, Eugenio, that has any 
tendency to give a clear and diſtin idea 
of the foundation of the preſent diſorders 
and commotions) the caſe between them 
abſolutely ſtood thus, when developed of 
thoſe artful diſguiſes that have been thrown 
over it by the principal managers on both 
ſides, The red emmets, in the courſe of 
their improvements in trade and manufac- 
tures at the eaſt end of the colony, found 
it would be of the greateſt advantage to 
both to acquaint their fellow-ants in the 
welt, that one of the principal works they 
ought to employ themſelves in was, the 
careful and diligent gathering in and col- 
lecting all the red chips they could poſſibly 
find, and tranſport them, as a moſt preci- 
ous commodity, to their patrons and pro- 
tectors in the eaſt. Purſuant to theſe di- 
rections, after diligent ſearch, they found 
the beſt and the moſt numerous upon cer- 
tain waſte lands and territories which bor- 
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dered upon the dominions of the brown 
ants, where, for the better collection of 
them, they fixed a ſmall ſettlement, and 
eſtabliſhed a few of their own people upon 
that part of the continent, having firſt made 
an alliance for the ſame purpoſe, upon the 
prudent terms of civil compact, with a few 
{trageling independent emmets who had 
burrowed here and there in the country, 
'and owned no juriſdiction but their own, 
ſtipulating upon reaſonable terms for all 
reaſonable afliſtance in the buſineſs. 


About the ſame period of time it hap- 
pened that the ſovereign of the brown em- 
mets took it into his head that he was in- 
finitely better qualified to carry on trade 
and merchandize than any of his ſubjeQs ; 
and that if he engroſſed the traffick of his 
colonies into his own hands, his ſubjects 
would gain a great deal more profit, and 
trade with much greater ſecurity, as well 
as advantage, as his factors, than if they 

venture 
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ventured upon their own foundations; 
eſpecially as the ſtaple commodity of the 
weſt end of his dominions chiefly conſiſt- 
ed of ſhining ſand, which, as his favour- 
ites told him, he ought to ſecure in his 
own hoard, that he might diſpoſe of it 


again to advantage, by obliging his ſubjeas 


to take what they wanted from him at his 
own valuation and prices, 


Upon theſe wiſe and political maxims, 
he accordingly iſſued out, in a very pomp- 
ous manner, an ordonnance to all the em- 
met colonies round about, who were in 
friendſhip and alliance with him, ſpecify- 
ing, that he intended to take the trade of 
his colonies into his own hands : that he 
had or would provide a ſufficient number 
of carriages. to convey any emmets who 


choſe to be his factors, and their merchan- 


dize, from one part of the colony to an- 
other : that he would take care they ſhould 
be 
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be got ready at a certain place : that he 
would give them notice of the time when 
he intended the carriages ſhould ſet off: 
that they had nothing elſe to do but to 
tranſport themſelves and their goods for 
trade to the place appointed : that he would 
take care when they were there, they 
ſhould be loaded ready for conveyance to 
ſuch partsof the colonies as he ſhould judge 
moſt convenient for his own emolument 
and advantage: and that for all theſe 
mighty privileges and advantages,- which 
he bad ſo prudently contrived for their be- 
nefit and their eaſe, he would only aſk and 
ſtipulate for himſelf about one fifth part of 
the value of their effects for all his trouble 
and expences ; they firſt engaging to fit and 
furniſh all his viceroys, deputies, and ſer- 
vants, with what they wanted, at a ſtated 
price, to prevent them exacting too much 
profit from this part of his ſubjects, and 
paying them a certain rate and duty for 


leave 
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Jeave to trade with the other four fifths, or 


ſo much as they ſhould have to ſpare, after 
his choſen ſervants were ſupplied and fit- 
ted, with the reſt of his ſubjects; from 
whom, if they ated prudently, and in 
concert with his miniſters, they might 
make up all deficiences ariſing from theſe 
ſtipulations, by extorting ſo much the 
more for their goods from thoſe emmets 
who maintained themſelves by their own 
induſtry, without having any concerns 
with the interior government of that part 
of the colony; and by ſuch a ſyſtem of 
merchandize, he propoſed to prevent his 
factors from carrying off too much ſhining 
ſand to their own hoards, without firſt let- 
ting him, and his agents and favourite ſer- 
vants, partake of the profits and advan- 
tages that accrued therefrom, 


& Such, Eugenio, is the wiſe and in- 
genious ſyſtem of politics which the ſove- 
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_ reign of the brown emmets hath long pur- 
ſued, ſo egregiouſly contrived for the vaſt 
encreaſe and improvement of his, wealth, 
and the no leſs aſtoniſhing aggrandize- 
ment of the power and glory of his do- 
minions, 
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© Page 12, line 17, read appointed; p. 13. I. 9. read 
adminiſter, 
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